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Important Date 
 

March 17 – Vietnam Veterans Day 
 

The MHC will host its annual Vietnam Veterans Day observance 
on March 17.  The February newsletter will contained detailed 
information.  In the meantime, please mark your calendars, and 
plan to attend this important, patriotic event. 

 

 

 
 

Jack Cleveland Montgomery (July 23, 1917 – June 11, 2002) 
joined the Army in 1937 at Sallisaw, OK.  On February 22, 1944, 
he was serving as a 1st lieutenant in the 180th Infantry Regiment, 
45th Infantry Division.  Near Padiglione, Italy, Lt. Montgomery 
single-handedly attacked a German position, killing eleven en-
emy soldiers and taking dozens of prisoners.  For his actions in 
the battle, during which he was seriously wounded, he was 
awarded the Medal of Honor, on January 15, 1945. He is buried 
in Fort Gibson National Cemetery.  The Jack C. Montgomery VA 
Medical Center in Muskogee is named for him. 

 

 
Memorial Flag Plaza 

 

The Military History Center is dedicating a small portion of 
the Memorial Flag Plaza as a special section to honor Okla-
homa’s thirty-five Vietnam War MIAs with engraved bricks.  Each 
of the thirty-five bricks will be engraved with the MIA’s name, 
rank, branch of service, city and date listed as missing. 

The first MIA brick to be laid in the Plaza was donated by the 
City of Ringwood in memory of Captain John Paul Gauley, USAF, 
of Ringwood, OK, reported missing January 10, 1967.  

The Memorial Flag Plaza is one of the MHC’s primary fund-
raisers.  The cost of each brick is $100.  We invite you to join the 
MHC in honoring these heroes.  Donations are welcome.  Please 
contact the MHC for information. 

 
 

  
 

If you lost this ring, contact the Military History Center. 
 

 

Museum Hours and Admission Fee 
 

  Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 – 4:00; Saturday: 10:00 – 2:00  
  Closed Sunday and Monday and major Federal holidays 
 

  Adults – $5.00      
  Members and Children under 18 – Free 

 

FOR MORE INFO CALL (918) 794-2712 
 

http://www.okmhc.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:JackMontgomery.jpg


 

 

This Month’s Featured Artifacts 
 

  

This month’s featured artifacts are the recent acquisition of 
a World War I era Keystone Stereoscope and six volumes of 
prints, donated by Steve Sutterfield.  This complete set of World 
War I images, published in 1923 and compiled by Joseph Mills 
Hanson, covers the war chronologically from events preceding 
the war and the U. S. entry into the war, to the signing of the 
peace treaty in 1919.  This is an important addition to the Mu-
seum’s collection.  Among other institutions that have a like set 
are the Library of Congress, College of William and Mary, Emory 
University and San Jose State University.   

The Keystone Stereoscope was developed by the Keystone 
View Company, a major distributor of stereographic images. 
From 1892 through 1963, Keystone produced and distributed 
both educational and comic/sentimental stereoviews and stere-
oscopes.    

Joseph Mills Hanson, a noted author and military historian, 
was born in Yankton, Dakota Territory on July 20, 1876.  He grad-
uated from the St. John’s Military Academy in Manlius, NY in 
1897 with the rank of First Sergeant.  In 1916, the South Dakota 

 National Guard called him to active duty at San 
Benito, TX, where he served as a captain with 
Co. M, 4th Infantry Regiment.  He was deac-
tivated that year, but was reactivated in 1917. 
Hanson served with the 147th AEF as Captain-
Adjutant of the 2nd Battalion in France during 
World War I, where he was placed on the writ-
ing staff of Stars and Stripes as officer in charge 
of the Historical Sub-Section.  After the war, 
Hanson remained in Europe as a special writer 
for Stars and Stripes to write the History of the 
American Combat Division.  

  Later, Hanson was employed by the National Park Service as 
Historical Assistant. His last book, Bull Run Remembers, com-
piled from his extensive research for the Manassas Battlefield   
Park, was published in 1953,   He retired from the National Park 
Service in December 1947.  Hanson was one of the eighteen 
founders of the Civil War Roundtable of Washington DC, in 1952. 
The Roundtable promotes the preservation of Civil War battle-
fields and landmarks. He lived in Manassas, VA until his death on 
February 11, 1960.    

 

Battle of New Orleans 
 

 
 

Artist Edward Percy Moran created this fanciful painting of Major 
General Andrew Jackson standing on the parapet of his defenses as 
his army repulses an elite regiment of Scottish Highlanders  

 
The scene depicted in the painting was the culmination of 

several lesser actions that began on January 8, 1815, and ended 
with the all-out assault on American lines on January 15. Un-
known to the combatants, a peace treaty had been signed in 
Ghent, Belgium more than a month previous, on December 14.  
 Major General Andrew Jackson and a motley assortment of 
Army regulars, militia fighters, frontiersmen, slaves, Indians and 
even pirates, stopped cold, in about twenty-five minutes, a su-
perior British force led by Lt. General Sir Edward Packenham.  
The final assault cost the British an estimated 700 dead, includ-
ing General Packenham, 1,400 wounded and 500 prisoners, at a 
cost of just eight Americans killed and thirteen wounded.    

The victory propelled Andrew Jackson to stardom and even-
tually to the Presidency. More importantly, the war cemented 
American independence.  The British had granted the thirteen 
states their independence in 1783 out of necessity, rather than 
conviction.  After the War of 1812, they accepted the fact that 
the colonies were lost forever and never again challenged the 
United States militarily.  
 

  

Support the Military History Center 
 

Do you want to join the many patriotic Oklahomans 
who are already supporting the Military History Center’s 
mission of “Promoting Patriotism by Preserving Military 
History”?  If so, contact the Military History Center at (918) 
794-2712 to learn how you can be a supporter, or go to 
the MHC website at http://www.okmhc.org/donate/.   

There’s something to accommodate everyone’s 
budget.  Monetary donations, as well as gifts in kind, are 
tax deductible, subject to IRS regulations. We invite you to 
be a part of this unique opportunity to support a first-class 
military museum and history center in Oklahoma. 

 

http://www.okmhc.org/donate/
https://www.facebook.com/1607016352862482/photos/pcb.1736333479930768/1736332433264206/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1607016352862482/photos/pcb.1736333479930768/1736332673264182/?type=3


 

 

Santo Tomas Internment Camp 
 

 The Japanese internment camp at the University of Santo To-
mas in Manila was the largest of several camps the Japanese 
army created to hold the thousands of civilians trapped in the 
Philippines by the Japanese occupation of the islands.  The in-
ternees were of several nationalities whose countries were at 
war with Japan and/or Germany.  About 3,200 were Americans 
and about 900 were British, including citizens of Commonwealth 
countries such as Australia and Canada.  The remainder came 
from at least a dozen other countries.     
 

 
 

Because conditions were so crowded within the buildings, 
such as the Education building (now the University Hospital) 
shown above, many internees built shanties outside.   Note the 
vegetable gardens in the lower left of the photograph. 
 

 
 

As the war progressed, conditions steadily deteriorated at 
the camp.  It became so crowded, that in May 1943, the Japa-
nese transferred 800 men to a new camp at Los Baños, located 

thirty-seven miles away on the grounds of the College of Agricul-
ture and Forestry of the University of the Philippines.  Later, fam-
ilies joined the men.  By 1944, shortages of all kind, especially 
food and medicine, had become critical in the camps.  The in-
ternees frequently subsisted on as little as 500 calories per day.  
Male internees, such as those shown above, lost an average of 
fifty-three pounds during their thirty-seven month imprison-
ment. 
 

 
 

Women at Los Baños washing their hair in a communal tub.  Teenager, 
Margaret Whitaker, interned with her family, is on the right, 

 

 General Douglas MacArthur visited the camp on February 7, 
an event accompanied by Japanese shelling that night and again 
on the 10th.  Twenty-eight people in the compound were killed 
in the artillery barrages, including sixteen of the newly liberated 
internees.  Evacuation of the internees began on February 11.  
Sixty-four U.S. Navy and Army nurses, the “Angels of Bataan and 
Corregidor”, some of whom are shown below, were the first to 
leave that day and board airplanes for the United States.  Flights 
and ships to the United States for most internees began on Feb-
ruary 22.  

 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Santo_Tomas.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Liberation-Men--_santo_tomas.jpg
http://www.lougopal.com/manila/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Washing-Hair-Margaret-Whitaker-Squires.jpg


 

 

Liberation of Santo Tomas 
 

At 8:40 in the evening of February 3, 1945, internees at Santo 
Tomas heard the sounds of tanks, grenades and rifle fire near 
the front wall of the compound.  Five American tanks broke 
through the fence of the compound.  Thus, began the liberation 
of more than 4,000 civilians who had been interned by the Jap-
anese since January 1942, at the infamous Santo Tomas Intern-
ment Camp in Manila. 

General MacArthur was anxious for the safety of prisoners of 
war and civilian internees held by the Japanese.   On January 31, 
he ordered the commander of the 1st Cavalry Division to organ-
ize a flying column and “Go to Manila! Go over the Japs, go 
around the Japs, bounce off the Japs, but go to Manila!  Free the 
prisoners at Santo Tomas and capture Malacañang Palace and 
the legislative buildings.”  A flying column made up of the 2nd 
Squadron of the 8th Cavalry and the 2nd Squadron of the 5th Cav-
alry, led by First Brigade Commander, Brig. General William C. 
Chase set off the next day.  They covered the 100 miles to Manila 
in sixty-six hours.  At dawn on February 3, they began the drive 
toward the campus of the University of Santo Tomas.   

On February 4, the Japanese, commanded by Lt. Colonel 
Toshio Hayashi, gathered 221 remaining internees together in 
the Education Building as hostages and fired on the approaching 
Americans. The next day, February 5, they negotiated with the 
Americans to free the hostages in exchange for the Japanese be-
ing allowed to rejoin Japanese troops to the south of the city, 
carrying only individual arms.  Unknown to the Japanese, the 
area they requested was the now American occupied Malaca-
ñang Palace.  Once away from Santo Tomas, American soldiers 
fired on them, and several were killed, including Hayashi.  
 

 
 

Troopers of the 1st Cavalry Division standing in front of their Sherman 
tank with Bernhard Herzog, a newly liberated Santo Thomas internee.  
(l. to r.) PFC Arnold Senstrom, Sergeant Frank Duer, PFC Joseph Lewan-
dowski, Bernhard Herzog, Technician 5th Grade Bill Tksack, Technician 
5th Grade Clifton Griffin and PFC John Rogen.  Herzog lost seventy-eight 
pounds during his internment and was suffering from beriberi when lib-

erated. 

 
 

Oscar Nipps, Jr – May 1944 
 

Oscar Nipps, Jr. was born September 25, 1925, in Broken Ar-
row.  On February 3, 1945, as one of the 5th Cavalry troopers who 
liberated Santo Tomas, he was a world away from Broken Arrow.  
Technician Fourth Grade (Sergeant) Oscar Nipps, Jr. was a rifle-
man and company cook. He remembers the tanks knocking 
down the walls of the compound and the liberation of the jubi-
lant internees.  However, he and his fellow troopers had no time 
to linger.  As soon as they had secured the camp, they moved on 
to help complete the liberation of the Philippines.  
 Tech 4 Nipps had entered the Philippines on the island of 
Leyete on October 20, 1944.  The mission of the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, including the 5th Cavalry Regiment, the “Black Knights”, was 
to help secure Leyte Island.  The mission was completed by Jan-
uary 11. The Black Nights, along with the rest of the Division, 
were then loaded on ships and transported north to the main 
Philippine island, Luzon. They came ashore at Lingayan Gulf, 
landing on January 27. Four days later, they received MacAr-
thur’s “Go to Manila!” order.  
 By August, they were on troop ships again, this time headed 
for Tokyo Bay, for the Japanese surrender ceremony.  Their next 
mission was the occupation of Tokyo, where Tech 4 Nipps re-
mained for about four months, until he was discharged from the 
Army. 
 

 
 

Oscar Nipps, Jr. at the MHC – January 22, 2016 

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-bfu3c-6pGvU/UVhsZgxm9HI/AAAAAAAADv4/YV3HuWxHhHA/s1600/American+tank+crews+listen+as+Bernard+Herzog+(US+citizen)+who+was+liberated+from+the+camp+of+Santo+Tomas,+Manila+tells+of+his+experiences,+Manila,+Philippines,+1945.jpg


 

 

“Lest We Forget”  
 

 
 

Manila American Cemetery decorated with United States and Phillipine flags on Memorial Day 2011  
 

Manila American Cemetery is located in Fort Bonifacio, within the boundaries of old Fort William McKinley, in metropolitan Manila.  It 
contains the graves of 17,206 Americans, Filipinos and servicemen of allied natons, who died during the New Guinea Campaign and in 
the liberation of the Phillipines.  It contains the largest number of graves of World War II dead of any American cemetery.  On the 
walls of the Chapel are the Tablets of the Missing containing 36,285 names. Rosettes mark the names of those whose bodies have 
been found and identified since the cemetery was constructed. 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrzsSkzaLKAhVO4GMKHWvGC4wQjRwIBw&url=https://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Memorial-Day&psig=AFQjCNFl9rIn4ikiVpaPD8WrequppdqnKg&ust=1452630618228690


 

 

 
 

Sicily-Rome American Military Cemetery at Nettuno near Anzio – Italy 
 

The Sicily-Rome American Military Cemetery began as a temporary wartime cemetery on January 24, 1944, two days after the Allied 
landings at Anzio and Nettuno.  7,861 American service men and women (nurses), who lost their lives in the liberation of Europe – on 
Sicily, the battles of Salerno and Anzio and in the heavy fighting in southern Italy – including over 400 men of the 45th Infantry Division 
who were killed on Sicily, at Anzio and in the Anzio breakout – have been laid to rest in the permanent cemetery.  The cemetery 
contains the graves of twenty-three pairs of brothers, who lie side by side.  490 graves are marked unknown.  The interior walls of the 
Chapel are engraved with the name, rank, organization and State of entry into military service of 3,095 men from the Army, Air Force 
and Navy, whose bodies were not found at the time of construction.  Since then, the bodies of several of the missing have been found, 
identified and returned to their families or interred in the cemetery.  Rosettes mark their names on the Chapel wall. 
 

“Freedom is not free”. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Freedom’s Voice is the voice of MVA, Inc. dba Military History Center, a 501(C)3 private foundation, as a service to its members and supporters.  
Contents may be reproduced only when in the best interest of the Military History Center.  Please direct comments or suggestions to the Editor at 
newsletter@okmhc.org.  Ken Cook, Editor 
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