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Independence Day 
 

 

 
 

John Trumbull’s painting of the drafting committee presenting  
the proposed Declaration of Independence to John Hancock, 

 President of the Second Continental Congress 
 

The Declaration of Independence was the culmination of a 
resolution offered in the Second Continental Congress by Vir-
ginia delegate, Richard Henry Lee, on June 7, 1776: “Resolved, 
that these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free 
and independent States, that they are absolved from all alle-
giance to the British Crown, and that all political connection 
between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to 
be, totally dissolved”.  

Congress appointed a committee of five to draft the Decla-
ration.  The committee (from left to right as shown in the paint-
ing) was composed of John Adams of Massachusetts, Roger 
Sherman of Connecticut, Robert R. Livingston of New York, 
Thomas Jefferson of Virginia and Benjamin Franklin of Pennsyl-
vania.  John Hancock, the current President of Congress, is sit-
ting in the chair. 

 

 
 

Declaration of Independence – National Archives 

 
 

At the urging of Adams, who believed Jefferson to be the 
superior writer on the committee, Congress tasked Jefferson 
with drafting the document. The other members made several 
changes before presenting the document to Congress, which in 
turn, made additional changes.  Some of the changes were mi-
nor, others not.  In the end, Jefferson’s work remained over-
whelming intact, and he is credited as author.  Even so, he is 
said to have been miffed at the changes. 

The final Declaration was unanimously approved on July 2.  
Congress then adjourned to the fourth in order to have the 
document engrossed on parchment.  They met on the July 4, 
ratified the finished document and began signing it.  As Presi-
dent of Congress, John Hancock was the first to sign, affixing 
what has become his famous signature, large enough, he is 
supposed to have said, so that King George could read it with-
out his spectacles. 
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The American's Creed 

William Tyler Page 
 

“I believe in the United States of America as a government 
of the people, by the people, for the people, whose just pow-
ers are derived from the consent of the governed, a democra-
cy in a republic, a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a  
perfect union, one and inseparable; established upon those 
principles of freedom, equality, justice and humanity for which 
American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes.   

I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to 
support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag and 
to defend it against all enemies.”   

The American’s Creed was written 1917 and accepted by the 
United States House of Representatives on April 3, 1918. 

 

 

 

Support the Military History Center 
 

Do you want to join the many patriotic Oklahomans who 
are already supporting the Military History Center’s mission 
of “Promoting Patriotism by Preserving Military History”?  If 
so, contact the Military History Center at (918) 794-2712 to 
learn how you can be a supporter, or click on the link below 
to go to the MHC website, http://www.okmhc.org/donate/.   

There’s something to accommodate everyone’s budget.  
Monetary donations, as well as gifts in kind, are tax deduct-
ible, subject to IRS regulations. 

We invite you to be a part of this unique opportunity to 
support a first-class military museum and history center in 
Oklahoma. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Important Dates 
 

August 6 – Purple Heart Recognition Day 
 

On August 6, the Ernest Childers Chapter of the Military Or-
der of the Purple Heart will have a program at the MHC 
Memorial Flag Plaza honoring members of the Armed Ser-
vices who have received the Purple Heart.  You won’t want 
to miss this opportunity to honor those men and women 
wounded or killed in combat while defending our freedoms.  
The MHC will also dedicate the new Medal of Honor brick 
memorial honoring Oklahoma’s Medal of Honor recipients. 

 

 
 

August 13 – End of World War II 
 

On Saturday, August 13, The Military History Center will host 
a commemoration of the end of World War II in the Pacific, 
with the Japanese government’s agreement to surrender, 
made on August 13, 1945.  The commemoration will be held 
at the MHC Memorial Flag Plaza.  It will feature World War II 
veterans, patriotic music, featured speakers and special 
guests.  Everyone is welcome. Please make every effort to 
attend this patriotic event.  

 

 
 

August 20 – Military Trivia Evening 
 

The MHC will host its second annual Military Trivia Evening 
on Saturday, August 20 at the Armed Forces Reserve Center 
located at 26401 E. 101

st
 Street, Broken Arrow.  If you 

think you know military history and want to test your 
knowledge against others, sign up. You won’t be alone. 
Participants will be organized into teams. Even if your 
team doesn’t win, it’s a lot of fun. For information, call 
the MHC at 918-794-2712.  Come out, have some fun 
and support the MHC. 
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This Month’s Featured Exhibit 
 

 

Colonel John L. Hillman Exhibit 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John L. Hillman was born at St. Catherines, Ontario, Canada 
on September 30, 1912.  His family later moved to Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma, where he graduated high school in 1933.  Hillman 
joined the Oklahoma National Guard on September 4, 1934, as 
a private.  He was assigned to the 179

th
 Infantry Regiment, 45

th
 

Infantry Division.  Hillman was commissioned a 2
nd

 lieutenant 

on February 8, 1941. In April of the following year he was pro-
moted to 1

st
 lieutenant and Executive Officer of Co. D.  The 45

th
 

landed in North Africa on June 22, 1943, in preparation for the 
invasion of Sicily. He was transferred to Co. C as Company 
Commander and departed North Africa for the Sicilian invasion 
in July 1943.  Hillman was promoted to captain on October 4.  
After heavy fighting on Sicily, the 45

th
 went on to more heavy 

fighting in Italy, including Naples-Foggia and Anzio.   
On August 15, 1944, the 45

th
 landed in southern France as 

part of Operation Dragoon.  Once in France, Hillman was trans-
ferred to the 3

rd
 Battalion of the 179

th
 as Executive Officer.   

Again, the 45
th

 was engaged in heavy fighting up through 
southern France into southwest Germany. Their final combat 
was the capture of Munich on April 30 - May 1.  The 45

th
 re-

mained in Munich until they rotated back to the United States. 
In the meantime, Hillman was promoted to major on May 16, 
1945. 

The 45
th

 arrived in the U.S. in September 1945.  Major Hill-
man was released from active duty on January 22, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas.  While serving in the Army Reserve, 
Major Hillman was promoted to lt. colonel.  When the 45

th
 be-

gan to reorganize in 1946, he once again became involved.  He 



was assigned to the 2
nd

 Battalion 279
th

 Infantry Regiment as 
commander.  

When the 45
th

 was activated in 1950 for the war in Korea, 
he was transferred to the 3

rd
 Battalion, as commander.  After 

arriving in Japan he was assigned to the 2
nd

 Battalion.  In 1952, 
Lt. Colonel Hillman was assigned to command the 279

th
 Infan-

try Regiment, and was promoted to colonel on June 23, 1953, 
where he served until April 30, 1959.  On May 1, 1959, the 45

th
 

was reorganized, and Colonel Hillman was assigned to com-
mand the 1

st
 Battalion, 279

th
 Infantry.  He retired from the Ok-

lahoma National Guard on January 1, 1961, and was assigned 
to the U.S. Army Reserves.  

Colonel Hillman was a graduate of the U.S. Army Infantry 
School, Command and General Staff College, U.S. Army Air De-
fense School, and the Atomic Weapons GM Orientation. His 
many awards and decorations include Silver Star, Bronze Star 
and Combat Infantryman’s Badge.  

 Colonel Hillman died at his home in Okmulgee on February 
1, 2004, after a long and accomplished life.  His civilian career 
was with the USPS.  He is buried in Okmulgee Cemetery. 

In 1977, the Oklahoma Legislature designated US Highway 
75 from the south city limits of Glenpool to Henryetta as the 
Colonel John L. Hillman Parkway. 

The memorabilia and artifacts in the Col. John L. Hillman 
Exhibit were donated by his family. 

 
 

 
 

When the 45
th

 Infantry Division was called into Federal ser-
vice in 1950, it was made up almost entirely of Oklahomans, for 
the most part boys fresh out of high school.  Over the course of 
the war, replacements came from wherever available, including 
the Regular Army, and regardless of state of residence. 
 The 45

th
 and 40

th
 Infantry Divisions (California National 

Guard) were the only National Guard divisions deployed to Ko-
rea.   

 
 

 

Museum Hours and Admission Fee 
 

  Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 – 4:00; Saturday: 10:00 – 2:00  
  Closed Sunday and Monday and major Federal holidays 
 

  Adults – $5.00      
  Members and Children under 18 – Free 

 

For more information, call (918) 794-2712 
 

Follow us on Facebook 
 

Frederick A. Daugherty 
 

Frederick Alvin Daugherty was born August 18, 1914, in Ok-
lahoma City.  He received his Law Degree in 1933 from Cumber-
land University in Lebanon, Tennessee with post-graduate 
study at Oklahoma City University and the University of Okla-
homa.  He was admitted to the Oklahoma State Bar in 1937.   

Daugherty joined the Oklahoma National Guard in 1934 as a 
private.  He was commissioned a 2

nd
 lieutenant in 1935. He was 

called to active duty in 1940.  Daugherty became an assistant 
logistics officer on the staff of Lt. General Walter Krueger, 
commander of Third Army in 1942.  When General MacArthur 
requested Krueger as commander of Sixth Army, Krueger took 
Daugherty with him to the Southwest Pacific Theater.  Daugh-
erty served in Sixth Army’s campaigns in New Guinea, the Bis-
marck Archipelago, and Leyte and Luzon in the Philippines.  

Daugherty commanded the 179
th

 Infantry Regiment of the 
45

th
 Infantry Division in combat in the Korean War.  Promoted 

to brigadier general in 1952, he served as the 45
th

’s deputy 
division commander from 1952 to 1960, when he was promot-
ed to major general and commander of the division. He retired 
as a major general in 1964.  Of his many military decorations, 
he was proudest of his Combat Infantryman's Badge.   

He played a major role in the establishment of the 45
th

 In-
fantry Division Museum and served as Chairman of the Board 
of Directors 1974-84.   

Between his times on active military duty, he was an attor-
ney in private practice.  Governor Raymond Gary appointed 
Daugherty an Oklahoma State Judge in 1955.  He served in that 
capacity until 1961, when President John Kennedy appointed 
him a United States District Judge. Judge/General Daugherty 
served on the board of numerous civic organizations and re-
ceived numerous civic awards in this lifetime.  He died in Okla-
homa City, on April 7, 2006.  He is buried in Rose Hill Burial Park 
in Oklahoma City. 

 

 
 

Lt. General Walter Krueger, Commander of Sixth Army, presenting 
Lt. Col. Frederick A. Daugherty with the Legion of Merit at a base 
somewhere in New Guinea – 1944.
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45th Infantry Division in Korea 
 

 
 

The 45
th

 Infantry Division landing in Korea – December 1951. 

 

 
 

Two members of the 180
th

 Regimental Combat Team display their 
pride at being among the first elements of the 45

th
 Infantry Division to 

arrive in Korea, on December 5, 1951, about fifteen months after mo-
bilization. 

 

 
 

From December 1951 to June 1952, the 45
th

 Infantry Division’s 179
th

 
and 180

th 
Infantry Regiments fought repeatedly over Pork Chop Hill, a 

key piece of terrain that commanded the area.  R. T. Foster’s painting, 
The 45

th
 Infantry at Pork Chop Hill, Korea, was sponsored by Major 

General Frederick A. Daugherty, a former commander of the 45
th

 In-
fantry Division. The painting is displayed on the 5

th
 floor, South Hall, 

House Wing of the Oklahoma State Capitol. 

 

 
 

A 4.2-inch mortar crew of the Heavy Mortar Company, 179
th

 In-
fantry Regiment firing on Communist positions, west of Ch'or-
won – May 5, 1952. 

 

 
 

A soldier of the 120
th

 Engineer Battalion setting up a camouflage 
net near the front lines in Korea – 1952.  
 

 
 

The best bunker type mess hall in the Battery (according to the 
photographer), 171

st
 Field Artillery Battalion north of Yang-Gu – 

June 6, 1953. 
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 “Lest We Forget”  
 

 
 

Korean War Memorial – Washington, DC  
 

On June 25, 1950, the Korean War began when some 75,000 soldiers from the North Korean People’s Army poured across the 38
th

  
parallel, the boundary between the communist, Soviet-supported Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to the north and the pro-
Western Republic of Korea to the south. This invasion was the first military action of the Cold War. Within a month, American troops 
had entered the war on South Korea’s behalf.  More than 200,000 Communist Chinese “volunteers” entered the war in late 1950.  As 
far as American officials were concerned, it was a war against the forces of international communism, itself.  After heavy fighting 
back and forth across the 38

th
 parallel, 1950-51, the fighting stalled and casualties mounted with nothing to show for them.  Mean-

while, American officials worked anxiously to fashion some sort of armistice with the North Koreans. The alternative, they feared, 
would be a wider war with Russia and China, or even, as some warned, World War III. (Courtesy of www.history.com) 
 

The fighting came to an end on July 7, 1953, with the signing of an armistice between representatives of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea and the Peoples Republic of China on one side and General Mark Clark, representing the United Nations, on the 
other.  Nearly five million people died during the Korean War.  More than half of these – about ten percent of Korea’s prewar popu-
lation – were civilians.  United States deaths, including both hostile and non-hostile, were 36,574 – including 625 Oklahomans* – 
with another 103,284 total wounded.   The armistice is still in effect.  (* National Archives) 

 

Freedom is not free. 
 

 
 
 
 

Freedom’s Voice is the voice of MVA, Inc. dba Military History Center, a 501(C)3 private foundation, as a service to its members and supporters.  
Contents may be reproduced only when in the best interest of the Military History Center.  Please direct comments or suggestions to the Editor 
at newsletter@okmhc.org or on the MHC Facebook page.  Ken Cook, Editor 
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