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Veterans Day 

 

United States Armed Services 
Days of Observance 

 

 The most significant Day of Observance in November is Vet-
erans Day on November 11.  The other important day of Ob-
servance is the Marine Corps Birthday on November 10.  

 
 

Veterans Day 
 

 Veterans Day, was originally called Armistice Day in recogni-
tion of the World War I armistice that ended combat at 11:00 
a.m. on November 11, 1918.  Congress adopted a resolution on 
June 4, 1926, requesting that President Calvin Coolidge issue an-
nual proclamations calling for the observance of November 11 
with appropriate ceremonies. On May 13, 1938, Congress en-
acted a law making the 11th of November a legal holiday: "a day 
to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter 
celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day'."  

In 1945, World War II veteran, Raymond Weeks, from Bir-
mingham, Alabama, had the idea of expanding Armistice Day to 
celebrate all veterans, not just those of World War I.  Weeks led 
a delegation to General Dwight Eisenhower, who supported the 
idea of a National Veterans Day.  Representative Ed Rees from 
Emporia, Kansas, presented a bill in Congress to establish Veter-
ans Day by law. President Eisenhower signed the bill into law on 
May 26, 1954. 

Weeks led the first national celebration in 1947 in Alabama 
and thereafter, annually, until his death in 1985. President 
Reagan honored Weeks at the White House with the Presidential 
Citizenship Medal in 1982, as the driving force for the national 
holiday. Elizabeth Dole, who prepared the briefing for President 
Reagan, pronounced Weeks as the "Father of Veterans Day."    

 

 

 
 

“Here rests in honored glory an American soldier 
known but to God”

 
 

It had been eight and a half years since Weeks held his first 
Armistice Day celebration for all veterans.  Congress amended 
the bill on June 1, 1954, replacing "Armistice" with "Veterans", 
and it has been known as Veterans Day since. 

Veterans Day was initially one of the federal holidays cov-
ered by the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, which moved several 
holidays to Monday to create three-day holiday weekends 
throughout the year.  Veterans Day was established as the 
fourth Monday of October, beginning in 1971.  The general pub-
lic, especially veterans, objected to this change.  In 1978, Con-
gress restored Veterans Day to its rightful place on the calendar 
– November 11.  While the legal holiday remains on November 
11, if that date falls on a Saturday or Sunday, then organizations 
that formally observe the holiday will normally be closed on the 
adjacent Friday or Monday, respectively.   

 

http://www.okmhc.org/


 

Tombs of the Unknowns 
 

On Armistice Day of 1921, the body of an unknown soldier of 
World War I was returned from France and reinterred below a 
three-level marble tomb in Arlington National Cemetery.  Presi-
dent Warren G. Harding posthumously awarded the Unknown 
Soldier the Medal of Honor. Subsequently, unknown soldiers of 
World War II, Korea and Viet Nam were buried in crypts in front 
of the original tomb.  All unknown soldiers were awarded the 
Medal of Honor by the President presiding over the interment. 

In 1994, Ted Sampley, a POW/MIA, activist believed he had 
determined the identity of the Vietnam War unknown. Through 
his persistent actions, the body was exhumed in 1998.  DNA test-
ing identified the unknown as Air Force 1LT Lt. Michael Joseph 
Blassie, who was shot down near An Loc, Vietnam, in 1972.  LT 
Blassie’s remains were returned to his family and reinterred in 
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery at St. Louis. 

The cover of the crypt dedicated to the Unknown Soldier of 
the Vietnam War was removed and replaced with a cover in-
scribed: "Honoring and Keeping Faith with America's Missing 
Servicemen".  That crypt will always remain empty. 

 
 

Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony 

 

On Saturday, October 22, the Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame 
conducted its 17th Induction Ceremony.  The 2016 inductees 
were Army PFC Herman C. Wallace (World War II Medal of Honor 
recipient whose story was told in the October Newsletter), Army 
CPL Phillip Coon (a Bataan Death March and POW survivor – a 
future newsletter story), Air Force CMSGT Donald Joe Hall, Ma-
rine Corps CPL James Terry Johnson, Army 1LT Lowell Edward 
Jones, Army SP4 Willard F. Parish (whose story was told in the 
March Newsletter), Air Force COL William H. Talley, Army SGT 
Gary Wayne Banz, Army SFC Melvin Morris (Vietnam War Medal 
of Honor recipient whose story was told in the March Newslet-
ter) and ROTC – 100-Year Anniversary, All Branches. 

 

 
 

Vietnam War Medal of Honor recipient, SFC Melvin Morris  
(Ret.) and MHC President, BG Tom Mancino (Ret.) 

 
 

Vietnam War Medal of Honor recipient CMSGT Bennie G.  
Adkins (Ret.) – a 2015 inductee 

 

 
 

SP4 Willard Parrish, Vietnam War Silver Star recipient, holding a portrait 
of himself as a young soldier.   It will be his likeness posted on the Okla-
homa Military Hall of Fame website. 
 

The Military History Center congratulates the 2016 inductees 
and salutes all 157 inductees, which include Oklahoma military 
heroes as well as Oklahoma military organizations.  Sergeants 
Morris and Adkins are Oklahoma’s only two living Medal of 
Honor recipients. 

 
 

 



MHC Birthday 
 

On November 9, the MHC celebrated its third birthday. It all 
began in the early 1990s, when Colonel Robert W. Powell (USAF 
Ret.) gathered a collection of military artifacts in a classroom at 
Memorial High School in Tulsa.  Colonel Powell served in the Air 
Force for more than twenty years.  He was a combat glider pilot 
during World War II and later served in Korea and Vietnam.  He 
and others founded the Memorial Veterans Association (MVA, 
Inc.) in 1996 as a group of committed patriots eager to maintain 
a deep respect for military history.   

The artifacts remained displayed at Memorial High School for 
several years, until the school needed the space.  After the col-
lection was moved from there, it was displayed at a location in 
Tulsa.  In 2012, the City of Broken Arrow offered MHC its current 
location on Main Street in the Rose District as a permanent 
home for the collection. The City of Broken Arrow worked dili-
gently to prepare the building. The Military History Museum, as 
it was originally named, took possession of the facility on Satur-
day, June 15, 2013.  Although the building was nearly empty, the 
MHM held its annual Flag Day observance in the Flag Plaza on 
that day, dedicated the flags and hoisted them for the first time, 
and Colonel Powell deeded his large collection of militaria to the 
MHM.  During the following four months, the artifacts were 
moved into the new location, and volunteers were committed 
to display the collection with appropriate respect and honor.  

On Saturday, November 9, 2013, the MHM held a grand open 
house, attended by approximately 200 guests.  Since then, we 
have changed the name of the museum to Military History Cen-
ter.  In the meantime, the collection has grown tremendously, as 
veterans or their families have generously donated their per-
sonal artifacts or collections.  However, our mission – “Promot-
ing Patriotism through the Preservation of Military History” – re-  
mains unchanged. 

The MHC Board of Directors, officers, staff and volunteers 
are grateful for all the support received from the City of Broken 
Arrow, veterans and the general public over the past three 
years.  Without YOUR support, the MHC could not be a success.   

 
 

 

Support the Military History Center 
 

Do you want to join the many patriotic Oklahomans 
who are already supporting the Military History Center’s 
mission of “Promoting Patriotism by Preserving Military 
History”?  If so, contact the Military History Center at (918) 
794-2712 to learn how you can be a supporter, or click on 
the link below to go to the MHC website, http://www.ok-
mhc.org/donate/.   

There’s something to accommodate everyone’s budget.  
Monetary donations, as well as gifts in kind, are tax deduct-
ible, subject to IRS regulations. 

We invite you to be a part of this unique opportunity to 
support a first-class military museum and history center in 
Oklahoma. 

 

 

MHC Docents Present Program at  
Oliver Middle School History Club 

 

 Mr. Jonathan M. Colburn teaches U.S. history to eighth grad-
ers at Oliver Middle School in Broken Arrow.  He invited MHC 
docents Mitch Reed and Dennis Hoch to present a program to 
the History Club on October 25.  Their presentation was well re-
ceived and enjoyed by the Club members 

 

 
 

Dr. Clarence Oliver, MHC docents Mitch Reed and Dennis Hoch,  
and re-enactor, DaKota Robberson  

 

 
 

Students getting a feel for Civil War weapons 
 

 
 

The most common Civil War infantry weapon was the Model 1861 rifled 
musket, which fired a lead projectile called a minié ball (or minnie ball 
as the soldiers called them). The minié ball was designed by Alfred 
Minié, a French Army captain.  The rifle was also bayonet capable. 

 

http://www.okmhc.org/donate/
http://www.okmhc.org/donate/


Salute to Veterans  
 

The Military History Center hosted its annual Salute to Vet-
erans concert at Broken Arrow Performing Arts Center on Sun-
day, November 13.  MHC President Tom Mancino welcomed the 
guests.  After the colors were posted by the Broken Arrow High 
School JROTC, the National Anthem was sung and Dr. Clarence 
Oliver gave the invocation, the Celebration Choir of the First 
Methodist Church of Broken Arrow, directed by Mr. Mark Frie, 
began the program.  They gave outstanding performances of 
“Battle Hymn of the Republic” and “America the Beautiful”.   The 
77th Army Band, the “Pride of Ft. Sill”, presented an eclectic rep-
ertoire of patriotic songs and musical pieces.  It was a beautifully 
accomplished performance under the direction of Chief Warrant 
Officer One Bridgette Dyer. 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 The MHC is grateful for the more than 700 folks who spent a 
good part of their Sunday afternoon attending this beautifully 
performed patriotic concert and salute to veterans.  We also of-
fer a sincere “thank you” to CWO Dyer and the 77th Army Band, 
Mr. Mark Frie and Celebration Choir, LTC Walter Gagajewski 
(USAF Ret.) and the Broken Arrow High School JROTC, the staff 
of the Performing Arts Center, Broken Arrow Public Schools, City 
of Broken Arrow, AVB Bank and to all those who purchased ads 
in the program to support the concert and the Military History 
Center.   

 
 

Tulsa Veterans Day Parade 
 

 
 

 
 

Vietnam veteran and MHC docent, Lynn Burgess, marching in the Tulsa   
Veterans Day parade – and in his original uniform.  (Photo by Mike Si-
mons, Tulsa World) 

 

 
 



Coweta Civil War Weekend 
 

 On Saturday, October 29, the second and most important 
day of the 2016 Coweta Mission Civil War Weekend, saw great 
weather and good attendance.   Union and Confederate re-en-
actors gave their usual good performances in educating visitors 
about various aspects of Civil War soldiers’ lives. 
 

 
 

MHC docent and re-enactor, Dennis Hoch, wearing a dress tunic and hat 
of a Civil War Union infantry corporal  

 

 
 

Re-enactors Johnny Manley and Lori Cooper portraying a Union Civil 
War field surgeon and surgeon’s assistant.  Johnny, a Vietnam War Navy 
corpsman assigned to a Marine infantry unit, and two-time Purple Heart 
recipient, is an expert on Civil War battlefield medicine and surgical 
techniques.   He has a large collection of authentic Civil War era medical 
and surgical instruments, some of which are shown in the photograph.  

 

 
 

A Confederate artillery battery in action 

 
 

 

Museum Hours and Admission Fee  

 
Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 – 4:00; Saturday: 10:00 – 2:00  

  Closed Sunday and Monday and major Federal holidays 
 

  Adults – $5.00      
  Members and Children under 18 – Free 

 

For more information, call (918) 794-2712 
 

Follow us on Facebook 
 

 

Marine Corps Memorial 
 

President Dwight E. Eisenhower led the dignitaries at the 
dedication of the Marine Corp Memorial in Arlington National 
Cemetery on November 10, 1954.  The Memorial is modeled on 
AP photographer Joe Rosenthal’s iconic photograph of six ma-
rines raising the American flag atop Mt. Suribachi on Iwo Jima, 
February 23, 1945.  For decades it was believed that one of the 
flag raisers was Navy Corpsman John Bradley, but after years of 
meticulous research, on June 23, 2016, the Marine Corps an-
nounced that it was not Bradley, but Marine PFC Harold Schultz. 
PFC Schultz died on May 26, 1995.   
 

 
 



 
 

At the outbreak of the Red River War in 1874, Army Scout 
Amos Chapman volunteered to scout and dispatch for General 
Nelson A. Miles along the Washita River in Texas.  On September 
12, 1874, while leading four troopers of the 6th Cavalry, with an-
other civilian scout, William “Billy” Dixon, they were attacked 
near Gageby Creek in the Texas Panhandle (about seventeen 
miles southeast of today’s Canadian, Texas) by a party of Kiowa 
and Comanche, estimated to be about 125.  The men took cover 
in a dry buffalo wallow, and throughout the day, they were 
charged from all directions but continued a valiant resistance 
while defending their wounded until recovered by a relief force.  
Chapman was seriously wounded in his lower left leg while out-
side the wallow. He was well known among the Southern plains 
Indians. Seeing his predicament after he was wounded, some 
who could speak English, began taunting him: “Amos? Amos! We 
got you now Amos!”  Not quite.  Dixon ran out under fire and 
rescued him.  For “gallantry in action”, Chapman, Dixon and the 
four 6th Cavalry troopers, were awarded Medals of Honor on No-
vember 4, 1874.  Chapman’s left leg was later amputated below 
the knee.   

Amos Chapman was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, on March 
15, 1847, of mixed white and Indian parentage.  He served as a 
civilian scout and interpreter for the United States Army.  After 
his retirement from government service, Chapman and his wife 
settled on a ranch near Seiling, Oklahoma. He lived there until 
his death, which resulted from a wagon accident, on July 18, 
1925.  He is buried in Brumfield Cemetery, Dewey County, Okla-
homa. Since Chapman and Dixon were civilians, their awards 
were later revoked.  But, in 1989, by Act of Congress and the U.S. 
Army, their medals were restored.   

At the time of his award, Chapman was residing at Fort Sup-
ply, Indian Territory. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Billy Dixon and the Battle of Buffalo Wallow, is a 32-by-62-
inch oil on canvas commissioned in 1986 by a Texas oilman.  
Dixon is depicted in the front center with Amos Chapman to his 
left.  A mortally wounded trooper lies on the ground outside the 
wallow.  Billy Dixon was a buffalo hunter, Army scout and a re-
nowned marksman.  On June 27, 1874, at the Second Battle of 
Adobe Walls, he made “the most famous shot” in the Old West, 
when he shot a Comanche off his horse from 1,538 yards with a 
Sharps .50-90 buffalo rifle.  It so unnerved the Indians that they 
abandoned the fight. 

Billy Dixon’s Medal of Honor is on display at the Panhandle 
Plains Historical Museum at Canyon, Texas. 
 

 

 
 

Sharps Model 1874 .50-90 Buffalo Rifle  

 
 

Red River War 
 

The Red River War was a military campaign launched by the 
U.S. Army in 1874 to remove the Comanche, Kiowa, Southern 
Cheyenne and Southern Arapaho from the Southern Plains and 
forcibly relocate them onto reservations in Indian Territory.  The 
war was fought entirely in the Texas Panhandle.  It may be said 
to have officially begun on June 27, 1874, with an attack by a 
large band of Indians – mostly Comanche, but including Kiowa 
and Cheyenne – on a party of buffalo hunters at their camp, 
called Adobe Walls, located in today’s Hutchinson County, Texas. 
The last battle was fought on September 28, 1874, between the 
4th Cavalry, commanded by Col. Ranald Slidell Mackenzie, and a 
large group of Comanche, Kiowa and Cheyenne encamped in 
Palo Duro Canyon, near modern Canyon, Texas.  Between the 
two aforementioned battles, there occurred twenty or so skir-
mishes, including the Battle of Buffalo Wallow, between differ-
ent cavalry units and different bands of Indians. Casualties dur-
ing the Red River War were very light because the Indians trav-
eled with their families and tried to avoid the cavalry rather than 
stand and fight.   

The war officially ended when Comanche war chief Quanah 
[Parker] led the last band of free-roaming Comanche to Fort Sill 
in June 1875 and surrendered to Colonel Mackenzie.  

 

http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=1212&PIpi=680670


 

This Month’s Featured Exhibit 
 

 
 

World War I Exhibit 
 
The MHC’s World War I exhibit includes this framed photograph and roster of the Tulsa Ambulance Company.  It is a composite repro-
duction of two separate artifacts in the Amos V. Todd World War I Ephemera in the University of Tulsa Special Collections.  Amos V. 
Todd (1896-1993) was a Tulsa native, who enlisted May 1, 1917, as a member of the Tulsa Ambulance Company, Oklahoma National 
Guard, which was re-designated the 167th Ambulance Company, attached to the 117th Sanitary Train, 42nd Infantry “Rainbow” Division, 
American Expeditionary Force.  This artifact was donated to the MHC by Robert and Nancy Knutson. 
 
 

 
 

This part of the World War I Exhibit features part of a larger print collection and two display trays that hold numerous 
American, German and Austrian artifacts such as German uniform shoulder tabs, medals and soldiers’ personal items.   

 



 

 

United States  
Marine Corps  

 

 

 

 
The United States Marine Corps was brought into existence by a resolution of the Second Continental Congress on November 10, 
1775.  Captain Samuel Nicholas raised two battalions of marines that he called naval infantry.  During the era of sailing ships, marines 
were responsible for positioning themselves in a ship’s rigging so they could fire or throw grenades down onto the decks of enemy 
ships.  The Marine Corps was initially organized as part of the Navy and has remained so since.  As an arm of the Navy, the Marine 
Corps was disbanded along with the rest of the Navy after the Revolutionary War.  By 1794, Congress decided the United States needed 
a Navy after all and reconstituted it by the Naval Act of 1794, but it was four more years before the Marine Corps was reinstituted, on 
July 11, 1798.   
 

During America’s earliest conflicts, such as the war with the Barbary pirates in 1801-05 and during the War of 1812, marines mostly 
served in their historic capacity as infantry on board warships.  They also served on land.  During the War of 1812, they participated in 
the Battle of Bladensburg (Maryland) and were part of General Andrew Jackson’s defensive line at the Battle of New Orleans.  Later, 
President, Jackson attempted to merge the Marine Corps with the Army, but was thwarted in his attempt by the fifth Commandant of 
the Corps, Lt. Colonel Archibald Henderson.  During the Mexican War, marines served with General Winfield Scott’s army in the Mexico 
City Campaign.  Marines participated in the assault on Chapultepec Castle, the gateway to Mexico City.  The first few words of the 
Marine Corps hymn, “From the halls of Montezuma to the shores of Tripoli”, reflect the Corps’ early battlefield successes.  The Marine 
hymn is the oldest official song in the American military.  
 

The Marine Corps played only a minor role during the Civil War, mostly serving on blockade ships.  During the period from the Civil 
War to World War I, marines served in many small interventionist actions in the Caribbean, in China during the Boxer Rebellion and 
during the Spanish-American War, landing in the Philippines, Puerto Rico and Cuba, where they captured the Spanish naval station at 
Guantanamo Bay.  During World War I, the Marines served a central role in fighting in France at the Battle of Belleau Wood.  During 
the 1930s, marines were again deployed on several occasions to protect American interests in the Caribbean.   
 
It was World War II that cemented the Marines’ reputation as an elite fighting force.  Their first land fighting was on Guadalcanal, then 
New Georgia, Bougainville and other islands of the Solomon Islands group.  They were critical to the Navy-commanded Central Pacific 
Theater, landing on Tarawa, Kwajalein, Eniwetok, Guam, Tinian, Cape Gloucester (New Britain), Saipan, Peleliu, Iwo Jima and Okinawa.   
Iwo Jima was the only battle in Marine Corps history in which the Marines suffered more casualties than the enemy – 26,038 killed 
and wounded as against 21,844 Japanese killed and 216 captured.  Admiral Chester Nimitz honored the marines who served on Iwo 
Jima by declaring that their “uncommon valor was a common virtue”.   Iwo Jima was the battle in which Associated Press photographer, 
Al Rosenthal, photographed six marines raising the American flag atop Mount Suribachi.  It became the most iconic photograph of 
World War II.  Navy Secretary James Forrestal had come ashore earlier in the day and said of the flag raising:  "...the raising of that flag 
on Suribachi means a Marine Corps for the next five hundred years 
 

Over the years following World War II, marines were called to battlefields or trouble spots in Korea, Vietnam, Granada, Lebanon, 
Panama, Kuwait/Persian Gulf, Iraq and Afghanistan.   
 

The Marine Corps also has an air arm, created to provide close air support for the ground troops.  The Marine Corps air arm quickly 
grew to include more than just ground support.  In World War II, Korea and Vietnam, Marine Corps fliers undertook numerous combat 
missions attacking enemy installations and engaging in aerial combat that had nothing to do with ground operations.  The Marine air 
arm has also been an integral part of the air element in the War on Terror. 
 

Marines still serve on ships, especially aircraft carriers, but they are no longer “naval infantry”.  Their essential role remains as combat 
troops, but they also serve as the primary protective force for American embassies and also serve at the White House and provide the 
President with helicopter service.   Although the Marine Corps remains a part of the Department of the Navy, it is now recognized as 
an equal of the other services.  The Commandant serves on the Joint Chiefs of Staff as an equal of the other service chiefs.  Two Marine 
Corps Commandants have served as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs: General Peter Pace (2005-2007) and General Joseph Dunford (Oc-
tober 21, 2015 to the present).  
 

Marines proudly proclaim that once a marine, always a marine – semper fidelis – always faithful. 

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:USMC_logo.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_the_United_States_Marine_Corps.svg


 

“Lest We Forget”  
 

 
 

Soldiers of the 64th Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division celebrate the news of the Armistice  
 

World War I – the Great War or World War as it was called until the second one came along twenty years after the end of the first one 
– began in 1914, with the German invasion of Luxembourg on August 2 and Belgium on August 3.  Germany’s initial success in pene-
trating deep into France was stopped by French and British troops on the Marne River, east of Paris – September 5-12, 1914.  The 
opposing armies entrenched themselves, and for the next four years the battle lines barely moved.  In the meantime, President Wood-
row Wilson strove to keep the United States out of the war.  German restoration of unrestricted submarine warfare in early 1917, and 
the British interception of the infamous Zimmermann telegram made Wilson’s position of neutrality untenable.  The Zimmermann 
telegram was a message from the German foreign office to the German ambassador in Mexico City, foolishly offering Mexico the 
restoration of Texas and the American Southwest, if it would enter the war on the side of Germany.   Wilson had no choice but to ask 
Congress for a declaration of war on Germany, which he did on April 2, 1917.  The President signed the Declaration on April 6.  The 
war ended a little more than a year and seven months later with the signing of the Armistice, effective on the 11th hour of the 11th day 
of the 11th month of 1918. 
 

World War I cost the United States military 116,708 lives, including an estimated 726* Oklahomans.  Combat deaths were 53,402.  
Most of the non-combat deaths were caused by the world-wide Spanish influenza pandemic of 1918-19.  (*usgwarchives.net – The 
U.S. government has not published a definitive list of World War I service deaths by state as it has for later wars.) 

 

Freedom is not free. 
 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

We are thankful for all our friends and supporters, without whose generosity, the Military History Center could not exist. 
 

 
 
 

Freedom’s Voice is the voice of MVA, Inc. dba Military History Center, a 501(C)3 private foundation, as a service to its members and supporters.  
Contents may be reproduced only when in the best interest of the Military History Center.  Please direct comments or suggestions to the Editor at 
newsletter@okmhc.org or on the MHC Facebook page.  Ken Cook, Editor 
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