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United States Armed Services 
Day of Observance 

 

United States Navy Birthday – October 13 
 

 

Important Date 
 

November 10 – Tulsa Veterans Day Parade 
 

This year, for the first time ever, the MHC will have a 
presence in the Tulsa Veterans Day Parade.  Please try to 
make it to the Parade. 
 

Cancellation 
 

The MHC has cancelled this year’s Veterans Day concert, 
which had been scheduled for November 12. 
 

 

 
  

A field laundry facility 

Coweta Mission Civil War Weekend 
 

  The tenth annual Coweta Mission Civil War Weekend was 
held at the farm of Mr. Arthur Street on October 13-15.  There 
was a smaller than usual turn-out, but everyone seemed to 
enjoy the Civil War displays and reenactors.   
 

 
 

MHC Docent and Civil War reenactor, Dennis Hoch, (seated) and other 
reenactors portraying soldiers of the 77th Pennsylvania Infantry 
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Johnny Manley (a Vietnam War Navy corpsman) portraying a field 
surgeon, explains Civil War era medical instruments and procedures  

 

 
 

Reenactors protraying Confederate artillerymen   
 

 
 

Union artillerymen returning fire 
 

 
 

Confederate gun crew preparing for another shot  

 

 
 

Major Ron Roark (US Army, Ret.), in orange shirt, posing with 
 Confederate gun crew 

 

(Last four photos courtesy of Gerry Roark) 

 

 
Museum Hours and Admission Fee 

 

  Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 – 4:00; Saturday: 10:00 – 2:00  
  Closed Sunday and Monday and major Federal holidays 
 

  Adults – $5.00      
  Members and Children under 18 – Free 

 

For more information, call (918) 794-2712 
 

www.okmhc.org 

 

http://www.okmhc.org/


 
 

On July 12, 1944, SGT Roy W. Harmon was serving in Com-
pany C, 362nd Infantry Regiment, 91st Infantry “Wild West” Divi-
sion near Casaglia, Italy.  On that day, he single-handedly at-
tacked three German positions that were firing on a friendly 
platoon.  SGT Harmon destroyed one position, and despite be-
ing wounded on his approach, he continued his attack and de-
stroyed another.  He was killed while attacking the third posi-
tion.  For his actions above and beyond the call of duty, SGT 
Harmon was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor on 
October 2, 1945, accredited to California. 
 Roy W. Harmon was born at Talala (Rogers County), Okla-
homa on May 3, 1916.  His family moved to the Fresno area of 
California when he was a boy.  They may have been among the 
thousands of Oklahomans who moved to California to look for 
work during the Great Depression. He enlisted in the Army at 
Pixley, California.   
 SGT Harmon is buried in Florence American Cemetery lo-
cated near Florence, Italy.  His brother, Oliver, also born in Ok-
lahoma, was a member of the 383rd Infantry Regiment, 96th 
Infantry “Deadeye” Division.  He was killed on Okinawa on April 
29, 1945.  He is buried in National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific at Honolulu.  Both California and Oklahoma rightfully 
claim these two brothers as home town heroes.   

 
 

 

Support the Military History Center 
 

We believe the MHC provides a valuable service to the 
local community, especially to students and veterans, by 
“Promoting Patriotism through the Preservation of Military 
History”.  We ask for your financial support to help the MHC 
continue our educational endeavors, and to help our ongo-
ing mission of promoting patriotism and recognizing the 
sacrifices made by our veterans to keep America free.  

For more information, please contact the Military Histo-
ry Center at (918) 794-2712 to learn how you can be a fi-
nancial supporter, or click on the link below to go to the 
MHC website at www.okmhc.org/donate/.   

Monetary donations, as well as gifts in kind, are tax de-
ductible, subject to IRS regulations. 

 

 
 

 
 

PFC William R. Shockley was serving in Company L, 128th In-
fantry Regiment, 32nd Infantry “Red Arrow” Division (Wiscon-
sin-Michigan National Guard) on March 31, 1945.  On that day, 
on the Val Verde Trail on Luzon, Philippines, “He was in posi-
tion with his unit on a hill when the enemy, after a concentra-
tion of artillery fire, launched a counterattack. He maintained 
his position under intense enemy fire and urged his comrades 
to withdraw, saying that he would ‘remain to the end’ to pro-
vide cover. Although he had to clear two stoppages which im-
peded the reloading of his weapon, he halted one enemy 
charge. Hostile troops then began moving in on his left flank, 
and he quickly shifted his gun to fire on them.  Knowing that 
the only route of escape was being cut off by the enemy, he 
ordered the remainder of his squad to withdraw to safety and 
deliberately remained at his post.  He continued to fire until he 
was killed during the ensuing enemy charge. Later, four Japa-
nese were found dead in front of his position.  PFC Shockley, 
facing certain death, sacrificed himself to save his fellow sol-
diers, but the heroism and gallantry displayed by him enabled 
his squad to reorganize and continue its attack”.  For this ex-
treme act of heroism and sacrifice, PFC William R. Shockley was 
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor, October 19, 1945, 
accredited to California.  
 William Ralph Shockley was born on December 4, 1918, at 
Bokoshe (LeFlore County) Oklahoma.  His family was another of 
the many who relocated to California during the Great Depres-
sion.  He entered the Army at Selma, California.  PFC Shockley 
was buried in Floral Memorial Cemetery at Selma.  He is anoth-
er hero claimed by both California and Oklahoma. 
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Disaster over the Thames 
 

 On June 19, 1944, the 525th Bombardment Squadron, 379th 
Bombardment Group, Eighth Air Force was returning from a 
mission to bomb V-1 rocket launch sites around Zudausques, 
just south of Calais, France.  It had been a short hop from their 
base at Kimbolton, north of London, from which they had taken 
off at 1400 hours.  The crews were relaxed and felt good about 
completing what had been an easy mission with no losses.  

The squadron was flying in two levels between 18,000 and 
20,000 feet.  It was now approaching 1800 hours, with the sun 
shining brightly.  As the flight approached the Thames Estuary, 
it ran into haze and some clouds. In places, visibility was re-
duced to 1,000 yards.  Second Lieutenant Armand Ramacitti 
from Chicago, piloting aircraft No. 44-6133 (The bomber had 
not been named.) was having trouble controlling his airplane.  
He was flying on only three engines, which he should have 
been capable of doing. His dead engine had been hit by anti-
aircraft fire and was trailing black smoke.  Ramacitti was con-
cerned that the smoke would add to the visibility problem for 
the bombers behind him. He was flying in the high flight, so he 
lifted his airplane up so the smoke would blow over the trailing 
bombers. He lost sight of aircraft No. 42-97942 (Heavenly Body 
II), drifted over her and came down on top of the bomber just 
behind the flight deck. 44-6133’s propellers sheared off the 
plexiglass nose cone of Heavenly Body II.  Everyone on both 
aircraft instantly knew it was a fatal crash, and they had to get 
out of the bombers as fast as they could.   
 First Lieutenant Lloyd L. Burns of Valdosta, Georgia, com-
manded Heavenly Body II, but he was not flying the aircraft 
when it was hit.  He had traded seats with his co-pilot, 2nd Lieu-
tenant Fred Kaufmann.  Kaufmann was due to get his own B-17 
soon and wanted more flying time.  There was nothing unusual 
about pilots exchanging seats with their co-pilots to allow them 
flying time in the left, or pilot’s, seat.  When the two bombers 
hit, the crew immediately scrambled to get into their para-
chutes.  Burns said he looked at Kaufmann, and he was dead, 
so he proceeded to get into his parachute and get out of the 
aircraft as quickly as possible.  Six of Heavenly Body II’s nine 
crewman managed to get out of the bomber and survived.  The 
crew of 44-6133 was not so fortunate.  At about 8,500 feet, the 
aircraft spiraled straight down; the wings sheared off and the 
wreckage plunged into the Thames, into twenty feet of water 
in a mine field.  Only the bombardier, 2LT Theodore Chronopo-
los, was able to get out. 
 Although Burns was certain that Kaufmann was dead, wit-
nesses to the incident reported that Heavenly Body II came 
down as if someone was at the controls. The bomber first 
tuned west (upriver), where there were fuel storage tanks, but 
then circled northeast and passed over Canvey Island and glid-
ed down as if looking for a place to set down.  As the bomber 
neared Canvey Point, the eastern most end of the island, it 
suddenly nosed down and crashed and burned in the mudflats 
off the east end of the island. 1   

                                                 
1 1LT Burns (1925-2010) and the other surviving crewmembers returned to 
duty and resumed flying missions within a few days.  Burns flew his thirtieth, 
and last, mission two days after the crash.  He had flown thirty missions as a 
pilot or co-pilot of a B-17 – all before his twentieth birthday.  

No one doubted LT Burns’ assertion that LT Kaufmann was 
dead.  But, was he?   Had he only been knocked unconscious 
and later revived by wind rushing into the open flight deck?  
Was he in fact in control of the airplane and trying to avoid 
crashing into a populated area? These questions can never be 
answered. LT Burns was sure Kaufmann was dead and would 
not have wanted to believe that he may have left his co-pilot 
alive on board, when he might have been able to save him.  The 
official inquiry accepted that LT Kaufmann was killed by the 
collision of the two aircraft.  The Board of Inquiry decided the 
unusual behavior of Heavenly Body II must have been a quirk of 
aerodynamics.  

One body from No. 44-6133 washed ashore several days af-
ter the crash. Three of the recovered bodies were buried in 
Cambridge American Cemetery not far from Limbolton. The 
fourth was returned to his family. The names of the missing 
were inscribed on the walls of the cemetery Memorial.  None 
of the crew of either aircraft had an Oklahoma connection. 
 As far as we can determine, after extensive research, the 
wreckage of No. 44-6133 is still on the bottom of the Thames. 
On the other hand, the wreckage of Heavenly Body II has been 
extensively salvaged, first, by a professional salvage company 
that recovered the largest pieces.  Over time, locals, mainly 
fisherman and amateur historians, have combed over the mud-
flats digging out smaller pieces. Occasionally, pieces freed from 
the mud by tidal action still wash ashore. 
 In 1986, members of the local chapter of the Royal Observ-
er Corps Association gave several pieces of the aircraft wreck-
age to U.S. Air Force Master Sergeant Jerry Patrick, stationed in 
England at the time.  MSGT Patrick was also a Lt. Colonel in the 
Civil Air Patrol, and it was through that connection that he met 
and became friends with the former air observers.  The Royal 
Observer Corps was the organization responsible for physically 
watching English skies for German aircraft during World War II.  
They had a station at Leigh-on-Sea, just a few miles northeast 
of Canvey Island.  Members on duty at the time may have wit-
nessed the collision of the B-17s, or at least the aftermath.   
 MSGT Patrick retired from the Air Force in 1989 and now 
lives in Lawton, Oklahoma.  The MHC is grateful for his gift of 
this unique militaria. 

 

 
 

Pieces of Heavenly Body II’s wreckage – Other than the two .50  
caliber shell casings, we have no idea what the pieces are. 

 



“We Will Remember Them” 
 

 The people of Canvey Island hold a special place in their 
memories for the American airmen who lost their lives in a 
mid-air collision over their island on June 19, 1944. They have 
erected a memorial plaque in memory of the men of both air-
craft.  Locals have recovered many pieces of Heavenly Body II, 
which are displayed in local museums. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Wreckage from Heavenly Body II on display at Thameside Aviation 
Museum, Coalhouse Fort, County Essex, England.  As far as we are 
aware, the MHC has the only Heavenly Body II wreckage on display 
outside of England.   
 

 

Armorer/Gunner and Photographer 
 

 
 

The crew of the B-24 Liberator bomber, Bonnie Annie Laurie II, at its 
base at Panatella, Italy – 1944.   SSGT William Skinner is third from the 
left in the back row.  
 

 William Winn Skinner was born in Tulsa on July 7, 1925.  He 
enlisted in the Army Air Force soon after high school, on July 1, 
1943.  After training, he was assigned to the 778th Bombard-
ment Squadron, 464th Bombardment Group, Fifteenth Air 
Force.  By the summer of 1944, the 464th BG was stationed at 
Panatella Army Air Base, Italy.   By then Skinner was a Staff Ser-
geant.  He was assigned to bomber No. 44-49194, Bonnie Annie 
Laurie II.  His combat job was armorer/gunner – starboard 
(right side) waist gunner.  He was also responsible for keeping 
the ten .50 caliber machine guns on his bomber in working or-
der and for loading the ammunition prior to missions.  When 
aboard the aircraft and not manning his machine gun, such as 
during a bomb run, his other responsibility was photography. 
 On March 26, 1945, the 778th Bombardment Squadron lift-
ed off from Panatella for a mission to Bratislava, Czechoslo-
vakia, to bomb the railroad marshalling yard.  At 1400 hours, 
flying at 21,000 feet, about twenty miles northwest of Vienna, 
Austria, Bonnie Annie Laurie II experienced some type of prob-
lem and began losing altitude.  No one specifically reported flak 
or aerial attack in their casualty reports, but 1LT Thomas 
Brown, the bombardier, stated in his report that he believed 
the elevator controls had been shot away.  On the other hand, 
it may have been a mechanical failure.  Whatever the cause, 
the pilot ordered a bailout. Skinner and the other crew mem-
bers bailed out of the crippled aircraft.  He broke his leg on 
landing and was taken to a hospital by the Germans. Fortunate-
ly, for the men taken prisoner, the war ended six weeks later. 
 Skinner was twice awarded the Air Medal “for meritorious 
achievement in aerial flight while participation in sustained 
operations against the enemy”.  SSGT Skinner was separated 
from the Army Air Force on January 6, 1946.  We have no in-
formation on what he did after the war.  William Winn “Buzz” 
Skinner died in Tulsa on June 22, 1990.  He is buried in Memo-
rial Park Cemetery in Tulsa. 
 The MHC is grateful to Mr. and Mrs. David Sears of Tulsa for 
donating to the Museum, SSGT Skinner’s World War II photo-
graph collection, service records and framed decorations.  

 



Bonnie Annie Laurie II 
 

 
 

Nose art of B-24 Liberator, Bonnie Annie Laurie II 
 

“Bonnie” is a Scottish word meaning pretty.  The story of 
Bonnie Annie Laurie comes from an old Scottish folk song 
based on a poem written by one William Douglas who had an 
infatuation for pretty Anna (Annie) Laurie, but, because of her 
young age, her father forbade her marriage to him.  John Phillip 
Sousa was taken with the folk song, and in 1883, he composed 
a march around it.  Click on the link below to hear the United 
States Marine Band, “The President’s Own”, directed by LTC 
James K. Fettig, playing the Bonnie Annie Laurie March. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEpA_HiWJGU  

 
 

Photos of the 446th Bomb Group  
  

Below is a small selection of photos from SSGT Skinner’s 
collection.  Only a few of them have any notations, so we can-
not determine which ones were taken by him or someone else. 

 

 
 

Presumably the 778th Bombardment Squadron executing a bomb run 
 

 
 

B-24 somewhere over Europe 

 

 
 

A USO show at Panatella Army Air Base 

 

 
 

The dramatic end of the B-24 bomber, Stevenovich II, (Stef ĕ nō’ vich) 
piloted by COL James Gilson, commander of the 779th Bombardment 
Squadron, 464th BG, over Lugo, Italy – April 10, 1945, just three weeks 
before the Germans in Italy surrendered.  Nine members of the ten-
man crew, including COL Gilson, perished. (This photo was obviously 
not taken by Skinner, as he was a POW at the time.) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEpA_HiWJGU


World War II Airman and POW 
 

 
 

Flight Officer Harold Dunn – 1943 
 

Harold M. Dunn was born in 1921 near Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri.  In 1938 or so, he joined the Missouri National 
Guard’s 140th Infantry Regiment.   He was later drafted into the 
Army and sent to California. He soon volunteered for pilot 
training, and received his wings on January 3, 1943. He was 
commissioned a Flight Officer, a rank equivalent to a Warrant 
Officer 1.  He was shipped to England and assigned to the 367th 
Bombardment Squadron, 306th Bombardment Group, “Reich 
Wreckers”, Eighth Air Force, based at Thurleigh, west of Lon-
don. 

On June 2, 1943, the 306th BG was assigned a mission to 
bomb a synthetic rubber plant at Huls (Halz), in the industrial 
Ruhr, one of the most heavily defended places in Germany. 
Flight Officer Dunn was co-pilot of a B-17E Flying Fortress 
named Janell.  After making his bomb run, the pilot, 1LT Jim 
Johnson, made his turn for home.  Then, four enemy fighters 
attacked Janell, one of them head-on.  The cockpit was set on 
fire, exploding the oxygen bottles. Flight Officer Dunn was 
burned, but, he and eight other crewmembers successfully 
bailed out.  One of the waist gunners, Laverne Hansen, didn’t 
make it.   

The crew landed around Dulmen, southwest of Münster.  
Dunn, hiding in some woods, was soon captured by a German, 
whose dog sniffed him out. He was taken before an English-
speaking German officer for interrogation. The German was 
apparently confused by Dunn’s home town, Essex, Missouri.  
He may never have heard of Missouri, but would have been 
very familiar with County Essex in England. Combining that with 
Dunn’s rank, uncommon in the American Air Force, but very 
common in the Royal Air Force, he concluded that Dunn was a 
British flyer.  So, he sent his prisoner to the British section of 
the large German POW camp for air force officers at Stalag Luft 
III near Sagan in far eastern Germany (now Zagan in Poland). 

The most interesting thing about Stalag Luft III is that it was 
the camp from which the Great Escape occurred.  Dunn was 
one of the POWs responsible for removing the dirt from the 
escape tunnels.  As shown in the movie, The Great Escape, the 

men put the dark tunnel dirt in small bags under their clothing 
and walked around the prison compound releasing it and work-
ing it into the lighter colored dirt of the compound.  

The Germans finally realized that Dunn was an American Air 
Force officer and transferred him to the American camp, next 
door to the British camp. No American was actually part of the 
Great Escape.   

As the Russians closed on Germany, the prisoners were 
transferred west.  Dunn ended up at Stalag VII-A at Moosburg, 
northeast of Munich.  On April 29, 1945, the 14th Armored Divi-
sion of General Patton’s Third Army liberated Stalag VII-A.  
Flight Officer Harold Dunn was a free man after a little more 
than twenty-two months a POW.  He and his wife moved to 
Oklahoma in 2005.  He is one of the two POWs honored at the 
MHC’s POW/MIA Recognition Day event in September. 

 

  
 

Members of the 367th Bombardment Squadron  
Thurliegh, England – 1943  

 

Flight Officer Dunn is in the back row, fourth from left.  
 

(Photos courtesy of Ms. Sherrie Wade, Mr. Dunn’s daughter) 

 
 

 
 

Mark Scott, son of COL Martin R. Scott, wearing  
his father’s MIA bracelet – September 21, 2017 

 

(Photo courtesy of Ken Collins)  

 



COL Martin R. Scott’s Interment 
 

On Thursday, September 21, COL Martin Ronald “Scotty” 
Scott, a recently recovered Vietnam War MIA, came home to 
Tulsa.  Patriot Guard Riders escorted him from Tulsa Interna-
tional Airport to Rice Funeral Home in Claremore.  MHC docent, 
Ken Collins, rode with the Patriot Guard Riders in the escort.  At 
the funeral home, he paid his respects to the family on behalf 
of the MHC.   

On Friday afternoon, family, friends, Air Force personnel 
and numerous veterans gathered at Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Claremore for his burial service.  It was a formal and very mov-
ing service.  It began with an Air Force Honor Guard moving his 
casket from the hearse to the grave.  An Air Force chaplain and 
a civilian minister conducted the service.  A short eulogy was 
given; COL Scott’s granddaughter, Victoria Scott, read a letter 
she composed for her grandfather; a lady sang I’ll Fly Away; 
Gold Star Mothers gave a Gold Star Flag to each of COL Scott’s 
sons; and an Air Force Colonel presented each of the brothers 
with American flags. The service was closed with an Air Force 
flyover, with one flyer peeling off for the missing man for-
mation, a 21-gun rifle salute by an Air Force firing party and 
Taps.  Ken Cook represented the MHC at the service. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

An Oklahoma Vietnam War MIA  
Comes Home 

 

 
 

Staff Sergeant Donald J. Hall 
 

On August 25, 2017, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency announced that Air Force CMSGT Donald Joe Hall’s re-
covered remains had been identified. 

Donald Joe Hall was born March 26, 1937, at Wichita, Kan-
sas.  When he was young, his family moved to Stroud (Lincoln 
County), Oklahoma, where Hall graduated from Stroud High 
School.  He enlisted in the Air Force in 1955 and was trained as 
a helicopter flight engineer.   

Staff Sergeant Hall was a member of the 38th Air Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron, 3rd Aerospace Recovery and Rescue Group, 
USAF, operating out of Thailand.  On February 6, 1967, he was 
a crew member on a Sikorsky HH-3E Sea King Search and Res-
cue Helicopter trying to extract a downed American pilot, five 
miles from Mu Gia Pass near the border of Laos and North Vi-
etnam.  Once the pilot was aboard, the helicopter lifted off and 
was hit by ground fire causing it to explode and crash.  Hall’s 
remains could not be recovered at the time. 

SSGT Hall was listed as missing in action. He was regularly 
promoted until the Department of Defense declared him killed 
in action, with the final rank of Chief Master Sergeant.  CMSGT 
Hall lived the motto of the 38th Rescue Squadron.  His many 
decorations include two Silver Stars, two Purple Hearts and five 
Air Medals.  According to his grandson, CMSGT Hall will be in-
terred in Arlington National Cemetery on his eighty-first birth-
day, March 26, 2018.  A rosette will be placed beside his name 
on the Tablets of the Missing at the Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific, and an “R” will be placed on his brick in the MHC’s Ok-
lahoma Vietnam War MIA Memorial.  CMSGT Hall was inducted 
into the Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame in 2016. 

   

 
 

Insignia of the 38th Rescue Squadron 

 



This Month’s Featured Exhibit 
 

 
 

AOM 3/C Lloyd Edgar Acree – Navy Cross  
 

Lloyd Edgar Acree was born at Beggs (Okmulgee County), Oklahoma, on July 31, 1920.  He enlisted in the Navy on October 17, 
1940.  After training at San Diego, he was assigned to USS Salt Lake City, a heavy cruiser.  He became an Aviation Ordnanceman 
(AOM) on August 1, 1941.  Salt Lake City was part of the fleet that fought for control of the waters around Guadalcanal after the 
Marine landings in the lower Solomon Islands.  Seventy-five years ago, this month, during the night of October 11-12, 1942, a cruis-
er-destroyer force under the command of Rear Admiral Norman Scott intercepted a large Japanese force off Cape Esperance, the 
northern most point of Guadalcanal and repulsed the enemy after a ferocious night battle.  Early in the battle, an enemy shell burst 
near a 5-inch gun that Acree was serving on the starboard side of Salt Lake City.  Acree, who was holding a 5-inch shell preparing to 
load it, fell to the deck seriously wounded in the abdomen.  Nevertheless, he had the presence of mind to hold on to the shell pre-
venting it from hitting the deck and exploding.  He died shortly afterwards while undergoing surgery, on October 12.  For his act of 
selfless sacrifice, he was awarded a Navy Cross, the Navy’s second highest award for bravery in combat.  His body was returned to 
his family and buried in Memorial Park Cemetery in Tulsa.  He was twenty-two years old.   As a holder of a Navy Cross, Acree was 
entitled to have a ship named for him.   The destroyer escort, USS Lloyd E. Acree (DE-356), was commissioned on August 1, 1944.    

 
 

 
 

Lloyd Acree’s mother, Mrs. Ora A. Acree, 
 christening USS Lloyd E. Acree – March 21, 1944 

 

 
 

USS Lloyd E. Acree – 1945  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwju6Laj0NXUAhVLxGMKHQ9bBW0QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Lloyd_E._Acree&psig=AFQjCNFCSZZI1NKi1J3TSjfga-YvFo310g&ust=1498364339679550&cad=rjt


USS Tulsa 
 

USS Tulsa (PG-22), nicknamed the Galloping Ghost of the 
South China Coast, was a United States Navy gunboat in com-
mission from 1923 to 1946. Tulsa’s keel was laid down on De-
cember 9, 1919, at the Charleston Navy Yard (SC); launched on 
August 25, 1922, and commissioned on December 3, 1923. 

From 1924-1928, Tulsa served with the Special Service 
Squadron in the Caribbean.  In late 1928, she sailed to the Far 
East. Tulsa was designated the flagship of the South China Pa-
trol on April 1, 1929.  She operated out of Hong Kong and 
Guangzhou, China for cruises up the Pearl River and along the 
south China coast.  At Guangzhou in May 1929, she witnessed 
the bombing of Chinese naval vessels by airplanes of the op-
posing faction in a Chinese civil war flaring at the time.  Re-
lieved in June by Mindanao as flagship of the South China Pa-
trol, she steamed up the coast to Shanghai beginning a two-
week deployment with the Yangtze Patrol in which she cruised 
as far upriver as Hankow.  Assigned new duties as station ship 
at Tientsin in north China, Tulsa headed north in July 1929 to 
serve as a mobile source of information for the Commander in 
Chief, Asiatic Fleet.  In the mid-1930s, she was reassigned to 
the South China Patrol and observed conditions along the 
south China coast during the period following the outbreak of 
the undeclared Chinese-Japanese war in July 1937.  As tensions 
increased in the Far East in 1940-41, Tulsa was withdrawn to 
the Philippines in May 1941 and joined the Inshore Patrol, 
guarding the sea approaches to Manila Bay. 

On December 10, 1941, two days after the Japanese at-
tacked the Philippines, Tulsa departed Manila and sailed to the 
Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) where she operated until March 
4, 1942, when she sailed for Fremantle, Australia.  During the 
latter half of 1942, she was attached to Submarine Forces, 
Southwest Pacific, and operated independently out of Brisbane, 
Australia.  With the beginning of the Buna-Gona offensive on 
New Guinea, Tulsa escorted PT boats to take part in that cam-
paign and operated between Milne Bay, New Guinea, and 
Cairns, Australia. Five days before Christmas 1942, Tulsa 
grounded on an uncharted pinnacle and damaged her ASDIC 
gear, necessitating a return to yard facilities for repairs.  After 
returning to the war zone, she resumed patrols off Milne Bay. 

 

 
 

USS Tulsa next to a PT boat at Milne Bay, New Guinea – February 1943 
 

On the night of January 20, 1943, six Japanese bombers at-
tacked the gunboat. In the short, sharp action which followed, 

Tulsa put up a spirited defense with her 3-inch and 20 mm 
antiaircraft battery, driving off the attackers with no damage to 
herself, while dodging twelve bombs. For the remainder of 
1943, she continued operating in the New Guinea-Australia 
area, tending PT boats and escorting supply ships.  After a ma-
jor overhaul in December 1943, she resumed operations in the 
Milne Bay-Cape Cretin area. Beginning in early 1944, she served 
under control of the Commander of Escorts and Minecraft 
Squadrons, Seventh Fleet.  She served in the Finschafen-Buna 
area and participated in the Hollandia strike on April 26 and the 
Wakde landing on May 17.  (These were all operations off the 
northwest coast of New Guinea.)  She then continued in her 
role of escort vessel and patrol craft in the New Guinea-
Australia area before proceeding to the Philippines in Novem-
ber 1944.  Returning to the scene she had hurriedly departed 
nearly four years earlier, Tulsa continued operations with Sev-
enth Fleet in the Philippines area. 

On December 18, 1944, Tulsa was renamed Tacloban, after 
a town on the island of Leyte, freeing the name “Tulsa” to be 
used for the planned USS Tulsa (CA-129), a heavy cruiser.  The 
keel for the proposed cruiser was not laid before the end of the 
war, so the contract was canceled.  After twenty-two years of 
service, Tulsa/Tacloban was aged and worn. Tacloban was de-
commissioned on March 6, 1946; struck from the Navy registry 
on April 17; and turned over to the War Shipping Administra-
tion, Maritime Commission on October 12 for disposal. The 
MHC displays a large oil painting of USS Tulsa. 

On June 6, 2013, Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus, an-
nounced that one of the next two littoral combat ships (LCS) 
would be named Tulsa. The Independence-class USS Tulsa (LCS-
16) is currently under construction by Austal USA at its Mobile, 
Alabama shipyard.  She will be 419 feet long and 103.7 feet 
wide at the beam.  Her operating speed will exceed forty knots 
(about forty-six miles per hour). Former Tulsa mayor, Kathy 
Taylor, is the sponsor of USS Tulsa, as a tribute to her father, 
Chief Signalman James Taylor, a World War II Navy veteran.   
 

 
 

An Independence-class littoral ship 
 

A littoral ship is a fast, relatively small, shallow-draft ship 
designed to operate in water close to shore and in rivers, just 
as the old gunboats.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hankou


United States Navy 
 

 
 

USS Bonhomme Richard victorious over HMS Serapis – 1779 
 

 
 

USS Constitution “Old Ironsides” destroying HMS Guerriere – 1812  
 

 
 

CSS Virginia (formerly USS Merrimac) and USS Monitor  
fight to a draw in the first ever battle of ironclad ships. 

Hampton Roads, Virginia – March 9, 1862.  
 

On October 13, the United States Navy celebrated its 242nd 
birthday.  During those 242 years, the Navy has defended the 
United States on the high seas and inland waterways, and since 
1911, in the air. 

 

 

 
 

Great White Fleet – 1907 
 

 
 

USS Oklahoma – 1916 
 

 
 

USS Salt Lake City – 1941  

 

 
 

USS Gerald R. Ford – April 8, 2017 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:USS_Constitution_v_HMS_Guerriere.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:USS_Gerald_R._Ford_(CVN-78)_underway_on_8_April_2017.JPG


 “Lest We Forget” 
 

 
  

Florence American Cemetery and Memorial – Florence Italy  
 
Florence American Cemetery and Memorial is located seven and a half miles south of Florence, Italy.  Its seventy acres contain the 
bodies of 4,402 men, mostly from Fifth Army, who died in the fighting that followed the capture of Rome, in June 1944.  Others fell 
in the heavy fighting in the Apennines between then and May 2, 1945, when the German Army in Italy surrendered.  1,409 names 
are inscribed on the Tablets of the Missing.  Among them is 2LT Samuel J. Foreman of Tulsa, a Tuskegee Airman.  He died on January 
21, 1945, when his P-51 Mustang crash landed in Yugoslavia.  Rosettes mark the names of the unknown since recovered and identi-
fied.   The grave of SGT Roy W. Harmon, killed near Casaglia, Italy, on July 12, 1944, is at the bottom center of the photograph.  His 
gravestone is inscribed with a gold star and lettering, denoting Medal of Honor recipient.  
  
 

Freedom is not free. 
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