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Veterans Day 

 

United States Armed Services 
Days of Observance 

 

 The most significant Day of Observance in November is 
Veterans Day on November 11.  The other important Day of 
Observance is the Marine Corps Birthday on November 10.  

 
 

Veterans Day 
 

 Veterans Day, was originally called Armistice Day in recogni-
tion of the end of World War I on November 11, 1918.  Con-
gress adopted a resolution on June 4, 1926, requesting that 
President Calvin Coolidge issue annual proclamations calling for 
the observance of November 11 with appropriate ceremonies. 
On May 13, 1938, Congress enacted a law, making the 11th of 
November a legal holiday: "a day to be dedicated to the cause 
of world peace and to be thereafter celebrated and known as 
‘Armistice Day'".  

Representative Ed Rees from Emporia, Kansas, presented a 
bill in Congress to establish Veterans Day by law. President Ei-
senhower signed the bill into law on May 26, 1954. 

Veterans Day was initially one of the federal holidays cov-
ered by the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, which moved several 
holidays to Monday to create three-day holiday weekends 
throughout the year. Veterans Day was established as the 
fourth Monday of October, beginning in 1971.  The general 
public, especially veterans, objected to the change.  In 1978, 
Congress restored Veterans Day to its rightful place on the cal-
endar – November 11.  While the legal holiday remains on No-
vember 11, if that date falls on a Saturday or Sunday, then or-
ganizations that formally observe the holiday will normally be 
closed on the adjacent Friday or Monday, respectively.   

 

 

 
 

Duty and fidelity at the Tombs of the Unknowns  
3rd Infantry “The Old Guard” Regiment,  
every minute of every hour of every day 

 Arlington National Cemetery 

 
 

 
 

“For those who fight for it, life has a flavor the sheltered will 
never know.” 

 

Theodore Roosevelt 

 

http://www.okmhc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/heroboxorg/photos/a.10150133752400067.326857.48485210066/10151253739365067/?type=1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiFjpjJ0rXXAhUFjlQKHVGgBNgQjRwIBw&url=https://insidecroydon.com/2015/11/05/why-the-poppy-is-a-symbol-that-should-unite-not-divide-us/&psig=AOvVaw2x-pu3wsM64ceDW6HiTwqn&ust=1510459554877643


 

“Rosie the Riveter”  
 

 
 

Marina Metevelis with BG Tom Mancino – October 12, 2017 
 

Born Marina Balafas in Kansas in 1922, she married Don 
George Metevelis in Tulsa on December 4, 1942.  However, 
before that happened, and while she was still in high school, 
she got a job with Boeing Company in Wichita, Kansas, 
building B-17 Flying Fortresses. Marina was trained as a 
riveter, but instead of riveting, she became a rivet inspector. 
She determined whether the rivets were good by rubbing her 
fingers over them.  She rubbed so many rivets that she wore 
the fingerprints off her right index finger and thumb. 

After her marriage, Marina quit her job at Boeing and 
followed her husband from army post to army post, until he 
was shipped to Northern Ireland in 1944 to train for the 
invasion of France.  After the war, the couple settled in Tulsa.  
Marina worked as an adjunct instructor at Tulsa Public 
Schools and later worked at Tulsa Community College. 

Marina’s brother, Paul Balafas, 9th Regiment, 3rd Marine 
Division, was killed on Iwo Jima on March 2, 1945. 

 

 
 

Marina Metevelis will be Grand Marshall of the 
2017 Tulsa Christmas Parade  

 

World War II Combat Infantryman 
 

 
 

Don George Metevelis 
 

 Don George Metevelis was born in Tulsa on May 20, 1921.  
He graduated from Central High School at age sixteen.  After 
graduation, he attended a business school until he enlisted in  
the Army.  
 By 1944, he was a First Lieutenant in the 2nd Infantry 
Division.  The Division landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day+1, 
June 7, 1944.  While losing most of the men in his platoon, 
1LT Metevelis received minor land mine shrapnel injuries. A 
few days latter, he was involved in the battle of St. Georges 
d'Elle (June 11-16), in which the 2nd ID  took the town in five 
days.  It was during this battle that he received his second 
wound, almost losing an arm from a German grenade.  
Metevelis was eventually sent to an Army hospital at Salt Lake 
City, where he spent the next two years recovering.  Among 
his decorations are a Bronze Star, two Purple Hearts, World 
War II Victory Medal and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. 

After settling in Tulsa, he went to work for the USPS,  
where he had a thirty-seven-year career, rising to the position 
of Assistant Postmaster at the main Tulsa post office. 
 Don George Metevelis died on March 22, 2003.  He is bur-
ied in Rose Hill Memorial Cemetery in Tulsa. 

 

 

Support the Military History Center 
 

We believe the MHC provides a valuable service to the 
local community, especially to veterans and students, by 
“Promoting Patriotism through the Preservation of Mili-
tary History”.  We ask for your financial support to help 
the MHC continue our ongoing mission of promoting pat-
riotism and recognizing the sacrifices made by our veter-
ans, past and present, to keep America free.  

For more information, please contact the Military His-
tory Center at (918) 794-2712 to learn how you can be a 
financial supporter, or click on the link below to go to the 
MHC website at www.okmhc.org/donate/.   

Monetary donations, as well as gifts in kind, are tax 
deductible, subject to IRS regulations. 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=16084013&PIpi=137605126
http://www.okmhc.org/donate/


The Cold War 
 

The Cold War was the confrontation that developed almost 
immediately after World War II between the Soviet Union on 
one side and the Western allies on the other.  Scholars of the 
subject consider the Cold War to have begun with the an-
nouncement of the Truman Doctrine on March 12, 1947.  The 
Doctrine, prompted by the communist attempt to take over 
Greece by internal subversion, was a commitment by the Unit-
ed States to oppose, by whatever means, any further Soviet 
expansion into Europe. 

Before the end of World War II, the U.S., Great Britain and 
the Soviet Union had agreed that Germany would be divided 
into occupation zones and that Berlin, would also be divided 
into occupation zones. The problem with the latter agreement 
was that Berlin was more than a hundred miles inside the Sovi-
et zone with only two land routes and two air corridors giving 
access to the other three occupying powers. (France had been 
added as an occupier.)  

 

 
 

West Berliners awaiting the arrival of a cargo plane  
during the Berlin Airlift – 1948  

 

In 1948, the Soviet Union closed the land routes to Berlin in 
an attempt to force out the western powers.  Contrary to Sovi-
et expectations, the Allies mounted a massive airlift to supply 
the city with food and fuel.  After eleven months, the Soviets 
relented and reopened the land routes. That first major con-
frontation between East and West ended peacefully, but the 
tensions continued.  

 

 
 

Checkpoint Charlie – the most important and sensitive crossing  
point in the Berlin Wall, viewed from the American side – 1963   

In 1949, the western allies created the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) as a multi-national military force to de-
fend Western Europe. The Soviet Union countered with its al-
lies, creating the Warsaw Pact.  In 1961, the East German gov-
ernment, in an effort to stem the flow of their most productive 
citizens fleeing to the West, began construction of a wall 
around the entire portion of the city under Western control.  
The Berlin Wall became the most prominent symbol of the Cold 
War. 

The Soviet Union and the U.S. pursued an intensive arms 
build-up, particularly of nuclear weapons. The concept associ-
ated with this massive accumulation of nuclear weapons came 
to be called MAD – mutually assured destruction.  The assump-
tion was that neither side would be the first to use nuclear 
weapons because the other would retaliate in kind, and the 
result would be mutual destruction.  In the meantime, the two 
sides, armed with massive numbers of nuclear weapons, stood 
eyeball to eyeball for forty years. 

 

 
 

The U.S. military presence in Berlin was the Berlin Bigade,  
on parade – 1982     

 

The beginning of the end of the Cold War came late in 1989, 
when the East German government could no longer control the 
exodus of its people fleeing to the West through other Eastern 
Bloc countries. The Soviet Union, which was undergoing inter-
nal changes, refused to intervene.  On November 9, the East 
German government announced that its citizens could freely 
travel to the West. The Wall was soon taken down, and in 
1991, the Soviet Union imploded.  It was over.  The unity and 
determination of the West had prevented a communist take-
over of Europe, and without a hot war. 

 

 
 

Berliners celebrating along the Wall at the Brandenburg Gate – 1989  

 



This Month’s Featured Exhibit 
 

Tens of millions of Americans served in the armed services 
during the Cold War (1947-1991), with millions serving in “front 
line” countries such as Germany and other nations in western 
Europe, Korea, Japan and other locations.  

The top photograph of the Cold War Exhibit displays a uni-
form worn by an Army sergeant when he served in the Berlin 
Brigade. The original Soviet Army uniform is that of a colonel.  
Several Cold War Era items, including a Geiger counter and gas 
masks, are shown in the display case.  The bottom photograph 
shows a Soviet peace banner printed in Russian and English, 
“For a world free of nuclear weapons”.  The banner is overlaid 
with photos of Berlin taken during the Cold War. The aircraft 
model shown on the left is a Lockheed SR-71 ”Blackbird”, a very 
fast, high altitude reconnaissance, or spy, aircraft introduced in 
1966 as successor to the U-2.  The SR-71 was retired in 1998.  
Satellites now perform high-altitude surveillance.  
 

 
 

 
 

    
 

Shoulder sleeve insignia of the Berlin Brigade 

 

Tulsa Veterans Day Parade 
 

 The Military History Center made its first appearance in the 
Tulsa Veterans Day Parade this year with three entries. Vi-
etnam War veteran and MHC docent, Mitch Reed, was com-
mander of the parade. 
 

 
 

MHC Board Secretary, Peter Plank, driving his vintage jeep with Viet-
nam War veteran and MHC docent, Lynn Burgess, in the front seat.  

The MHC’s model airplane is behind the jeep.  
 

 
 

Vietnam War veteran, Earl Laney, driving one of his classic cars with 
World War II veteran, Oscar “Junior” Nipps in the passenger’s seat. 
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MHC Birthday 
 

The Military History Museum, as it was originally named, 
took possession of the 112 N. Main ST facility on Saturday, June 
15, 2013.  Although the building was nearly empty, the MHM 
held its annual Flag Day observance in the Flag Plaza on that 
day, dedicated the flags and hoisted them for the first time.  
We had refreshments for the guests and a few displays set-up 
to give them a sense of what the museum would contain.  Also, 
on that day, Bob Powell deeded his large collection of militaria 
to the MHM, making the museum official.  During the following 
four months, the artifacts were moved into the new location, 
and volunteers were committed to displaying the collection 
with appropriate respect and honor.  

Four years ago, on Saturday, November 9, 2013, the MHM 
held a grand open house, attended by about 200 guests.  The 
grand opening was the formal opening of the museum to the 
public.  In the ensuing four years, the public has been very sup-
portive of the museum/center.    

Since then, we have changed the name of the museum to 
Military History Center.  In the meantime, the MHC collection 
of militaria has grown tremendously from Col. Powell’s initial 
sizable collection, as veterans or their families have generously 
donated their personal artifacts or collections.    

Although we have changed our name, our original mission, 
remains the same: “Promoting Patriotism through the Preser-
vation of Military History”.  

 

 

Tribute to James S. “Jimmy” Swindler 
(November 11, 1930 – October 24, 2017) 

 

“I am forever grateful for Jimmy's gracious hospitality 
for housing Col. Robert Powell's military collection at his 
office building near 71st and Sheridan. Without a temporary 
"home" in Jimmy's building, it is doubtful that Bob's collec-
tion of military artifacts would have become the treasure it 
is now in the City of Broken Arrow. Jimmy rescued Bob 
when he was asked to remove his collection from Memorial 
High School. A new home made it possible for the artifact 
collection to grow until talks began with the City of Broken 
Arrow.  So, allow me to express for Col. Powell, now de-
ceased, a word of thanks: ‘Thank you, Jimmy for your gen-
erous heart, love of country – and patience’.   

Romney Nesbitt, friend of Col. Powell and long-time vol-
unteer with the former Military History Museum (now the 
Military History Center, 112 N. Main ST, Broken Arrow, 
OK)”. 

 

Ed. Ms. Nesbitt posted this tribute on Moore Funeral Home’s 
online obituary page.  All members of the MHC family share her 
sentiments. 
 

 
 

The MHC Might Not Have Been, but for … 
 

COL Ray Bachlor (U.S. Army, Ret.), a past Vice-President of 
the Military History Museum, wrote the following to a friend 
in April regarding our article on the facility that is home to the 
MHC. 

 

“I thought you might be interested in this monthly news-
letter from our local Military History Center. The City of Bro-
ken Arrow, a Tulsa bedroom community, spent $150,000 to 
renovate and donate an abandoned hospital for the museum. 
  It began when a new Tulsa HS was given the name of 
‘Memorial’ in honor of those who served—and died—in 
WWII.  Soon people began donating war memorabilia to the 
school.  In 2007, Oklahoma celebrated our Centennial as a 
state, and I was asked to speak about our beginning in space 
at the Tulsa Air and Space Museum Planetarium.  Afterward in 
the foyer, I spotted someone wearing a WWII cap with glider 
wings and, being a former paratrooper and gliderman, I struck 
up a conversation with retired AF Colonel Bob Powell who 
was a former glider pilot in the “Market Garden” operation.   

Bob had been a volunteer docent, teacher and caretaker 
for the military artifacts at Memorial High School, and a new 
principal had come in and said she wanted that “junk” off the 
premises by the end of the month, or it was going into the 
trash.  Bob felt that all of the donors were being betrayed, but 
he did not know what to do.  I immediately wrote a letter to 
the editor of the Tulsa World newspaper, and they sent a 
photographer out and took pictures and published a story.   
 A retired geologist had a building not being used, and up-
on seeing the article in the paper, he offered the use of his 
building.  I had a big pickup, so I enlisted the help of my son, 
Dave, and two “little brothers”, Marco Boyd and Tyler Moore, 
(I belonged to the Big Brothers and Big Sisters of America.) to 
move to the new location.  Bob’s brother also had a small 
pickup and helped move.  I built showcases—with daughter 
Peggy’s help--and we soon had a public museum that, with 
the new venue and space, continued to grow.  As we outgrew 
the building, we sought larger quarters and were turned 
down by the county for a large abandoned National Guard 
building in the city and by the town of Sand Springs for an-
other large building.  When Broken Arrow offered, the muse-
um moved east and Dottie and I moved west to a retirement 
center, so I resigned my position as VP of the museum.   

It was at the five-year celebration of the Broken Arrow lo-
cation that I met Helen Patton, grand-daughter of General 
George Patton, and we had a good conversation.   
 It is now a fine little museum and history center with 
memorabilia representing all of our country’s wars from the 
Revolutionary War forward, and I am sure it would be valued 
at several million dollars. 
 Isn’t it strange how some things often hang by a thread 
during their formative years?  I happened to meet Bob at a 
critical time; the Tulsa World newspaper pitched in with a 
story; a retired geologist, Mr. Swindler, donated the use of his 
building; and the City of Broken Arrow stepped up and reno-
vated an unused, eyesore building.” 

 



Origin of “Doughboy” 
 

The origin of the name “doughboy” as applied to American 
soldiers (and marines) who served in World War I is not entire-
ly certain.  The most commonly accepted origin is from the 
Mexican War of 1846-48.  It is believed to have been a term of 
ridicule, applied by cavalrymen, artillerists and others who 
rode, to infantrymen who walked wherever they went.  The 
infantry made long treks over dusty terrain, giving them the 
appearance of being covered in flour, or dough.  A variation of 
this account goes that men were coated in the dust of adobe 
soil and as a result were called “adobes,” which morphed into 
“dobies” and, eventually, “doughboys. 

If the Mexican War is the origin of doughboy, it didn’t stick, 
as there is no evidence whatever that U.S. infantrymen were 
called doughboys during the Civil War or any other time until 
World War I.  A better timeline, for the origin of the name, may 
be the 1916 Punitive Expedition to northern Mexico to capture 
Pancho Villa. The regular infantry and national guardsmen who 
served in Mexico in 1916-17 operated in the same area of 
northern Mexico as the soldiers of 1846, so they would have 
experienced the effects of the same adobe soil. Two months 
after the expedition ended, the United States was at war with 
Germany.  It’s logical that such a name recently acquired in 
Mexico, would carry forward into World War I.  The name, 
doughboy, did not survive long after the end of the war.  Dur-
ing World War II, soldiers were GIs or GI Joes.  

Whatever and whenever may be the origin of doughboy, 
during World War I, it was definitely not a term of ridicule or 
negativity.  Rather, doughboy was a term of pride and respect 
used for, and by, all soldiers and marines.  Americans loved 
their doughboys.        

 

 
 

Studio photo of an American doughboy  

 

A Doughboy of the Great War 
 

 
 

John Logan Ferguson wearing the shoulder sleeve insignia 
of Second Army – Coblenz, Germany – January 1919 

 

John Logan Ferguson was born March 30, 1893, at Holyoke, 
Massachusetts.  At some point in his early life, he moved to 
Spokane, Washington, where he was living when he registered 
for the World War I draft on May 23, 1917.  Ferguson was a 
geologist by profession, so the Army assigned him to a topo-
graphical unit, the 29th Engineer Regiment, “The Wayfinders”, 
attached to Second Army in France. Because of his organiza-
tional skills and probably education, Ferguson was soon pro-
moted to company First Sergeant. 

 “The Regiment performed survey and map reproduction 
throughout the European Theatre during the First World War. 
The headquarters and base plant were located in Langres, 
France, while mobile units were sent to various sectors of the 
American front.  Additionally, the Regiment took an active part 
in the defense of the Toul sector and in the Meuse-Argonne 
Offensive. The regiment was personally citied by General Per-
shing”.  (globalsecurity.org) 

By 1930, Ferguson and his wife and family were living in 
Tulsa.   He died in Tulsa in July 1973.   We could find no record 
of his burial site anywhere in the United States, suggesting his 
body may have been cremated. 

We are grateful to Mr. Dustin Meyer of Tulsa, who donated 
several of First Sergeant Ferguson’s World War I personal pos-
sessions to the MHC.  Among them is a large scrapbook with 
numerous documents and photographs taken in France and 
Germany during and immediately after the war.    

 



 
 

Ernest Edwin Evans was born at Pawnee, Oklahoma, on Au-
gust 13, 1908.  At some point, his family moved to Muskogee, 
where he graduated from Muskogee Central High School.  He 
entered the Navy as an enlisted man on May 29, 1926.  The 
following year he received an appointment to the U.S. Naval 
Academy.  Upon graduation from the Naval Academy, Evans 
began his naval career at sea aboard the battleship, USS Colo-
rado, which was part of the U.S. Battle Fleet in the Pacific, 
based at San Diego, California.   

By 1937, Evans was transferred to the transport ship, USS 
Chaumont, in the Far East, where he saw service in the waters 
around China and the Philippines.  Before the war, he contin-
ued to serve in the same waters on the destroyer tender, USS 
Black Hawk. By the start of the World War II, Evans was serving 
as Executive Officer aboard the destroyer, USS Alden, in the Far 
East.  Before war broke out Alden was on her way to Batavia, 
Java (Indonesia) for supplies and liberty.  On December 8, 1941, 
Alden was quickly diverted to Singapore, where she was to join 
Admiral Phillips' Royal Navy force formed around HMS Repulse 
and HMS Prince of Wales (Force Z).  Alden arrived in Singapore 
on the morning of the 11th, two days after the British force had 
departed.  After Force Z was sunk by Japanese aircraft on the 
10th, Alden swept the area later that day searching for survi-
vors.  Alden returned to Singapore before sailing for a Dutch 
port in Surabaya, Java.  

After meeting USS Houston and her escorts off Java, the 
group sailed to Darwin, Australia, arriving on December 28th.  
Alden was then reassigned to Destroyer Division 58 and spent 
the next several weeks escorting troop and supply convoys in 
support of efforts to defend the Malay Barrier.  During this pe-
riod on January 20-21, 1942, Evans earned a Legion of Merit, 
when his destroyer and Australian warships made at least four 
depth charge attacks against a Japanese submarine, later de-
termined to be the mine-layer I-124.  On February 3, 1942, 
Alden sailed from Darwin with a convoy bound for Java.  In 
preparations to repulse a Japanese attack near Java, Alden was 
assigned to the American-British-Dutch-Australian (ABDA) forc-
es, where she was heavily engaged with Japanese warships on 
February 27, 1942, in the Battle of the Java Sea. 

On March 14, 1942, Evans assumed command of Alden.  
Reporting to Commander, Australia-New Zealand area.  He op-
erated in the waters of the Southwest Pacific until sailing for 
Pearl Harbor.  Following an overhaul at the Mare Island Navy 
Yard, California, Alden commenced convoy escort duty be-
tween San Francisco and Hawaii, on August 11, 1942.  Over the 

next eight months, Evans carried out routine escort duty 
aboard Alden in the Pacific Theater until she departed Mare 
Island on April 9, 1943, for the Caribbean.  Alden spent the next 
two months shuttling convoys between Trinidad and Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, before she proceeded north to the New 
York Navy Yard, which she entered on June 28, 1943, for re-
pairs and alterations.   

In July 1943, Evans was named the Prospective Command-
ing Officer of the new Fletcher Class destroyer, USS Johnston, 
which was built, launched and commissioned at Seattle-
Tacoma Shipbuilding Company in Seattle, Washington.  Under 
Evans' command, the crew saw their first combat during the 
Marshall Islands Campaign, when Johnston bombarded the 
beaches of Kwajalein on February 1, 1944.  In March, the ship 
moved on to the Solomon Islands for more of the same.  On 
May 15, 1944, while performing anti-submarine patrols off 
Bougainville, Evans attacked, depth-charged and sank the Jap-
anese submarine I-16.  Evans was awarded the Bronze Star for 
meritorious achievement in this action.  On July 21, 1944, John-
ston supported the battleship, USS Pennsylvania, during her 
bombardment of Guam.  By July 29, Johnston had hurled more 
than 4,000 5-inch shells at the beaches.  

 

 
 

Commissioning ceremony of USS Johnston, Seattle, Washington – Oc-
tober 27, 1943 – Lieutenant Commander Evans is at left center speak-
ing to the crew: “This is going to be a fighting ship.  I intend to go into 
harm’s way, and anyone who doesn’t want to go along had better get 
off right now. (None did.)  Now that I have a fighting ship, I will never 
retreat from an enemy force.” 

 

By September 1944, Johnston was assigned to Task Unit 
32.7.2 of the Western Escort Carrier Task Group 32.7, screening 
the escort carriers Saginaw Bay, Kalinin Bay, and Petrof Bay for 
the invasion of the Palau Islands.  

During the Battle of Leyte Gulf, Evans, now a Commander, 
and Johnston were assigned to Task Unit 77.4.3 also known as 
Taffy III with two other destroyers, four destroyer escorts and 
six escort carriers.  At the battle off Samar, on October 25, 
1944, they fought the vastly superior Imperial Japanese Navy 
Center Force, consisting of four battleships, including Yamata, 
the largest battleship afloat, six heavy cruisers, two light cruis-
ers and eleven destroyers.  



Shortly after 0700, when the Japanese first fired on the 
American Task Unit, Evans gave the order for Johnston to cre-
ate funnel smoke, and then he turned his ship towards the 
swiftly advancing Japanese heavy cruiser line.  Scoring several 
5-inch gun hits on the lead cruiser.  He fired all ten of John-
ston's torpedoes and was credited with at least one hit on the 
first cruiser in line, the heavy cruiser, Kumano, effectively put-
ting her out of action.  At about 0730, Johnston was hit by three 
14-inch battleship shells that destroyed her bridge.  Seriously 
wounded, Evans moved to the fantail of the ship, where he 
gave orders, through an open hatch, to the seamen manually 
operating the rudder.  By 0750, with her speed reduced by the 
damage and all her torpedoes expended, Johnston continued 
to support other ships in the Task Unit with gunfire during their 
torpedo attacks.  

 

 
 

Unidentified destroyers and destroyer escorts laying a smoke  
screen off Samar as Japanese shells splash nearby   

 
As the escort carriers fled southward, the escort carrier, 

Gambier Bay, became incapacitated by naval gunfire.  Around 
0830, upon sighting the helpless ship, Evans gave the order for 
Johnston to fire upon the Japanese warships to draw their fire 
away from Gambier Bay.  Shortly after 0900, Evans placed 
Johnston between a Japanese destroyer squadron and the es-
cort carriers.  Not long after this last engagement, Johnston 
became the focal point of heavy Japanese gunfire and was fi-
nally put out of action.  

 

 
 

USS Gambier Bay under attack – she later sank 

At 0945, Evans ordered his crew to abandon ship.  The Jap-
anese continued firing on the helpless destroyer until she 
slipped below the surface.  CMDR Evans was last seen on John-
ston checking for any remaining wounded.  He was likely killed 
by the shell fire.  As Johnston slipped under the sea, a Japanese 
destroyer pulled alongside. The survivors in the water were 
apprehensive of Japanese intentions.  But, as the destroyer 
drew within fifty feet of them, they saw smartly uniformed 
Japanese sailors standing at attention along the port rail and an 
officer on the bridge wing saluting his honored enemy. After 
two and a half hours of ferocious combat, the Japanese fleet 
commander withdrew from the battle, partly because of in-
creased air attacks.  He had no air cover. 

Commander Evans was originally awarded a Navy Cross for 
his action at Samar, but it was recalled and replaced with the 
Medal of Honor for his material contribution to the decisive 
victory won in Leyte Gulf.  He also shared in the Presidential 
Unit Citation awarded his Task Unit for the action in which he 
gave his life.  President Truman presented Evans’ Medal to his 
wife and sons, on November 24, 1945. Commander Evans’ 
name is inscribed on a tablet in the Courts of the Missing at the 
Memorial in Manila American Cemetery, Philippines.  

 

 
 

Commander Evans’ wife, Margaret Bell Evans, wearing his Medal  
of Honor, with their two sons, reading Commander Evans’  

Medal of Honor Citation, signed by President Truman.

 
 

 

Museum Hours and Admission Fee  

 
Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 – 4:00; Saturday: 10:00 – 2:00  

  Closed Sunday and Monday and major Federal holidays 
 

  Adults – $5.00      
  Members and Children under 18 – Free 

 

For more information, call (918) 794-2712 
 

www.okmhc.org 
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http://www.okmhc.org/


 

United States Marine Corps 
 

 
 

Derna, Tripoli (now Libya) – “the shores of Tripoli” – 1805 
 

 
 

Chapultepec Castle, Mexico City – “the halls of Montezuma” – 1847   

 

 
 

Meuse-Argonne, France – 1918 
 

 On November 10, the United States Marine Corps celebrat-
ed its 242nd birthday.  During those 242 years, the Corps was 
called upon to go into the face of danger on numerous occa-
sions.  They always got the job done – the few, the proud. 
 

 

 

 
 

Temporary Marine cemetery – Iwo Jima – 1945 
 

 
 

Chosin Resevoir, Korea – 1950 
 

  
 

Hill 881N, Khe Sanh, South Vietnam – 1967  
 

 
 

Fallujah, Iraq – 2006  
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“Lest We Forget”  
 

 
 

Rhone American Cemetery and Memorial – Draguignan, France 
 

The site of Rhone American Cemetery and Memorial was selected because of its historic location along the route of the U.S. Seventh 
Army's drive up the Rhone Valley.  It was established on August 19, 1944, after Seventh Army's surprise landing in southern France.  
On 12.5 acres at the foot of a hill planted with the characteristic cypresses, olive trees and oleanders of southern France, rest 860 
American military dead, most of whom lost their lives in the liberation of southern France in August 1944.  Mostly, they are from the 
3rd, 36th and 45th Infantry divisions of Seventh Army.  294 names of the missing are inscribed on the retaining wall of the terrace.  
Rosettes mark the names of those since recovered and identified.   
 

Freedom is not free. 
 

 
 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

We are thankful for all our loyal friends and supporters, without whose generosity, the Military History Center could not exist. 
 

 
 

Freedom’s Voice is the voice of MVA, Inc. dba Military History Center, a 501(C)3 private foundation, as a service to its members and supporters.  
Contents may be reproduced only when in the best interest of the Military History Center.  Please direct comments or suggestions to the Editor 
at newsletter@okmhc.org.  Ken Cook, Editor 
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